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A LEGENDARY. PASTORAL. 


By SILVIANA PASTORELLA 


« Lo! Colin, here the place, whoſe pleaſant ſight 
«-Frum other ſhades hath weaned my wand'ring mind: 
„Tell me, what wants me here, to work delight? 


The fimple air, the gentle warbling wind, 
«© So calm, ſo cool, as no where elſe I find: 


The graſſy ground with dainty daiſies dight, | 
« The bramble buſh, where hirds of every kind 
« To th' water-fall their tunes attemper right.“ 


„ 


E ON DO N: 
PAIN TED FOR J. BEV, PATER-NOS TER-ROW; 
AND H. G. PRID DEN, FLEE T-MAREET. 
Mocclz VIII. | 
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PREFACE. 


Ir any _ of a book 3 is 
written with humility, it 
is generally the preface. The 
only cauſe I can aſſign for 
ſuch affected modeſty, is to 


put the critics in good hu- 
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mour; this is paying their 


candour and impartiality fo 


poor a compliment, that 1 


ſhall not attempt to apologize 


for the imperfections of the 
following pages 3 neither take 


away the reliſh of | the ſtory 


by producing a bill of fare, 


which is frequently the caſe | 


— in. 


* 


k Wm 1 
in a preface. May this com- 
poſition, then, receive the 
merit it juſtly deſerves, to 
keep up the fpirits of the 
Author !—but Aattery cannot ; 
be admitted. in the Cottage of 


Friendſhip.. 
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FRIENDSHIP. 


X7 HEN the human heart is op- 


preſſed with affliction, it is apt 
to chuſe thoſe ſcenes which inſpire | 
i what 


rwe COTTAOE 

what is termed a melancholy pleaſure, 
where the beauties of nature in its ro- 
mantic and molt ſecluded ſtate affords 


room for a ſeries of uninterrupted re- 


flections, free from the moleſtation of 


an inſipid or intruding multitude. 


Mr. Bromley was one of thoſe men 


who could only taſte the ſmalleſt com- 
fort from ſuch refined and penſive 


meditations : he had early in life loſt 


the ſole female obje that could ever 
engage his affections, and the only al- 
leviation to his ſorrows was to ſearch 
after thoſe ſituations which could give 

| | him 
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OF FRIENDSHIP. 3 


him the ſatisfaction of ruminating on 
paſt misfortunes, and where he might 
enjoy the charms of rural life, and 
admire and adore that Power who 
has been ſo beneficent to his creatures, 
that he not only ſupplies them with 
food and raiment, but alſo feaſts the 
eye with the moſt fertile meadows, 
woods, hills, dalee, and the richeſt 
views that can pleaſe the ſight, or gra- 
tify the niceſt obſerver. 


Mr. Bromley had viſited almoſt every 
ſpot in England worthy peculiar re- 

mark; and his laſt excurſion was into 
my Berk- 
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Berkſhire.—It was the middle of ſum- 
mer, and the heat exceſſive; therefore 
his humanity led him, to give the hor- 
ſes a reprie ve during the moſt fati guing 
part of the day, and he ordered his 
| poſtillion to ſtop at the next inn, till the 
fervour of mid-day was ſomewhat aba- 
ted: ere he arrived there, he was infi- 
nitely delighted to obſerve that to be 
the fineſt county he had yet diſcovered; 
the nearer he approached this tempo- 
rary dwelling, additional beauties pre- 
{ſented themſelves to his view. 


When 
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When he alighted from the chai ſe, he 
was ſhewn into a handſome apartmeur; 
and if he was charmed before, what 
were his preſent ſet ſations, on behold- 
ing the moſt enchanting proſpects 
around him, which before even fancy 
(highly as ſhe exalts our ideas) had ne- 
ver figured to his imagination.! On one 
fide an extenſive hanging wood forme 
a Kindof amphitheatre, and was termi- 
nated by an ancient and illuſtrious feat 
ofno bility, which, riſing above the ſhades 


that ſurround ir, had the moſt magni- 


ficent appearance. To give the final 
— OT: ſhadow 


6 THE COTTAGE 
ſhadow to this well-finithed picture, 
the bottom of the hill was bordered as 
it were with the dimpling current of old 
Thames, which, flowing in ſerpentine 


* 8 Wo 
= 


meanders, completed this moſt perfect 
landſcape. © On every other fide the 
eye was relieved by that pleaſing variety 
which the pencil of Nature knows ſo 


well to execute. 


If the Reader has taſte (and ſuch 
J truſt he has), his own conceptions will 
delineate, much better than my pen can 
do, the enraptured feelings of Mr. 


* 


Bromley. 
The 
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The horſes, which before he only 
conſidered from pity, were now per- 
fectly at liberty to reſt their weary feet. 

To have quitted ſuch a place without 
minute obſervation, would have been 


putting every finer nerve upon the rack. 
And when Sol with milder influence 

yielded a more genial warmth, when 

the wanton Zephyrs began to ſport with 

the milk-maids treſſes, and E ening ap- 

proached with all her dewy fragrance; 

Mr. Bromley could no longer | deny 
himſelf the luxury of taking a nearer 

ſurrey, when even the perſpective had 


ſo compenſated all his reſearches. 
A 4 After 


$ THE COTTAGE 


After he had rambled for ſome time, 
and each moment found objects new 
and pleaſing, he diſcovered a winding 
path, which was ſo interwoven with 
woodbines and eglantine, that it totally 
excluded every * bright-haired ſun- 
beam.” 

Though he was on à beautiful ter- 
race which commanded the moſt exten- 
five views, and there ſeemed nothing 

a wanting to render this a ſecond Para- 
diſe, but to obliterate the ſin of our firſt 

| Mother; yet Mr. Bromley had a ſtrong 

; oy mb pro- 
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OF FRIENDSHIP. 9 


propenſity to ſee whither this little. 
opening would convey bim, which was 
only wide enough for two people to 


walk a- breaſt; but what excited his cu- 


rioſity flill more, on each ſide of i it was 
planted different ſhrubs, which were 
in bloom, and perfumed the air with 


their ſweets, 


Having purſued' his way through 
many turnings, he at length found 
himſelf upon the fineſt verdure, inter- 
perſed with wild thyme, and ſurroun+ 
ded with every flower, that could 


embelliſh this moſt delightful ſpot. As 
A „ the 


10 THE COTTAGE 


the ground on which he ſtood had the 
appearance of a garden, tho? laid out 
with ſuperior taſte to any thing he had 
ſeen, There certainly,“ ſaid he to 
himſelf, © muſt be a near inhabitant 
« to ſo charming a place!“ 


While he was looking around, to 
diſcover if there could be an adjacent 
habitation he had not obferved, he 
heard ſomething ruſtling in a ſmall 
grove of trees that were behind him : 
he ſtarted, half afraid, and half ſurpri- 
zed, when he ſaw the moſt beautiful 
little ſpaniel, playing with a lamb. 
As they both appeared equally meek, 
the 
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the one very unlike the upſtart pup- 
Pies of the great world, and the other 
of courſe innocent, as its nature is 
ſuch; he went up to them, and was 
aſtoniſned to find the one as tame as 
the other, and that the lamb was no 
more afraid of him than the little dog. 


« Well,” ſaid he, I muſt now be 
« near the abode of happineſs. Alas! 
e qyhat a reflection vpon man! Had 
& this harmleſs creature been brought 
«© up among mankind in general, it 
« would have run from me as from a 
1 wolf. Thus is it with the beſt of us 
u jn life: if we ourſelves are harmleſs 
as - « and | 
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and unaccuſtomed to deceit, we do 
not ſuſpect it in others. Did this 


-_ 


4c poor lamb know how brutually its 


6 


fellows are treated by our race, it 


2 


t would have dreaded falling a victim 
ec to inhumanity, and therefore ſhun- 
«© ned me; alſo the fpaniel, never 
having been diſturbed by the robber 


ce or the murderer, is paſſive as its 


« companion.” 


© They had both collars faſtened 
round their necks, which made Mr. 
Bromley very ſolicitous to fee if there 
was any inſcription, — might lead 
2 


I 


to 
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to a diſcovery of the owner : the dog's 
was a filver one with the following 
words: 7 


« Shouldeſt thou be ſo unfortunate 
« to ſtray from the aſy lum of friend- 
« ſhip, may ſome kind wandeter re- 
* ſtore thee ſafely to the Siſters __ the 
„Cottage!“ 


The ſame was written on a gold 


58 collar, and tied with a blue ribbon On 
the lamb's neck. | 


50 Surely,” 


14 THE COTTAGE 


1 08 Surely,” ſaid Mr. Bromley, © this 
ce muſt be enchantment, or a viſion! 
« However, I will loſe no time to ſeek 
© out the Cottage of Friendſhip. Per- 
&© haps,” thought he, I may be the 
© wanderer, and bring comfort to the 
« fiſters, in having found their little 


« favourites.“ 


He therefore took up the ſpaniel, 
and the lamb followed its affectionate 
| play-mate: but how ſurprized was he, 
in paſſing round the grove of trees from 


whence came Fon objects of his atten» 
tion, 


* 
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tion, to perceive a ſmall thatched 
building! 


It ſtood in a creſcent of ſtately oaks, 
which ſerved as a relief to the paler 
greens that more nearly encircled this 
ſeat of ruſticity. In the front of it was 
a field, with here and there a clump 
of trees. In it was a ſmall flock of 
ſheep and a cow. Cloſe to the cottage 
was a continuation of the garden al- 


ready deſcribed. The roof of the 


dwelling was thatched, and the other 


part ſeemed compoſed of roots and 


flints ; it was entwined with ivy, ho- 
"> 
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16 THE COTTAGE. 


ney-ſuckles, and jaſmines, which, as 


if aware of the content within, had 


crept thro? the window of one of the 


apartments to join the happy Siſters. 


So much was Mr. Bromley pleaſed 


with the outſide, and, like human- 


kind in general, 3 wiſhing to at- 
tain a ſomething we are not poſſeſſed 


of, Mr. Bromley had a great deſire to 


ſee the fair Cottagers, of whom he 
entertained the higheſt idea; but the 
little dog and lamb were too near for 
him to frame any excuſe of having 


found them aſtray; and night drawing | 
« | on 
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on apace, he fancied be might alarm 
the peaceful inhabitants, and likewiſe 
be too late to find his road back. He 
therefore. determined to prolong his 
viſit till the next morning, and ruminate 
on ſome plauſible apology for diſturb- 
ing their repoſe. As the door was 
ſhut, and no one could be ſeen or 
heard, he thought they might retire 
and riſe early, or be engaged in ſome 


evening duties they would not chuſe 
to be interrupted in. ; 


As Mr. Bromley returned, he had 
ſcarcely emerged from the little path, 
before 


18 + THE COTTAGA 


before he ſaw a female figure advancing 
towards him; but, as ſhe had a milk- 
pail on one arm, and a baſket of ſtraw- 
berries on the other, he ſuppoſed ſhe 
Was, at leaſt, only an attendant on the 
amiable Friends. | 
As ſhe came nearer, he ſaw ſhe was 
a pretty girl, and appeared very 
young. She had a chip-hat on, with 
green ribbands, and otherwiſe attired 
as a neat cottager. When ſhe paſſed 
Mr. Bromley, ſhe was ſinging ſome 
country ſong, and ſeemed perfectly 
unuſed to diſguiſe, nn 
He 
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OF FRIENDSHIP, 19 


He had a great inclination to 
have aſked her from whence ſhe 
came, and whither ſhe was going; 


but diffidence reſtrained his curio- 


ſity. 

At firſt he was aſtoniſhed ſhe did not 
ſhew ſome ſurprize at meeting a ſtran- 
ger in that ſequeſtered walk; but, when 
he recollected it muſt lead to that ſeat 


which belonged to the owner of the 
| woods, and doubtleſs many people 


paſſed that road, he ceaſed to wonder, 


and arrived at the inn full of the moſt 


1 ; ardent 


20 THE COTTAGE 


ardent wiſhes for the return of morn- 
ing. | 


The mind, when elated with expec- 


tation of pleaſure, can ſeldom ſuffici- 


ently calm itſelf to admit of ſleep; 


the ideas muſt be quiet and undiſturbed, 
or totally ſpent with ſorrow, ere that 
balmy reſtorer can ſhed his influence 
over our ſenſes; therefore it may rea- 


dily be ſuppoſed, that an imagination 


like Mr. Bromley's, ſo crowded with 
the imagery of what he had diſcovered, 
and pleaſed with the ideas of what 
be had yet to ſee, could not eaſily be 

com- 
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OF FRIENDSHIP. 21 


compoſed : if he forgot himſelf, the 


cottage was remembered; and as often 
as it appeared to his fancy, he awaked 
to diſappointment. However, that 
night, which ſeemed the longeſt he had 
known, at length bade him adieu; and 
as early as he could with any propriety 


— 


he bent his ſteps towards the ſeat of 


harmony. 


When he drew near the happy ſpot, 
he felt a timidity which had almoſt 
overpowered his reſolution ; but he 
rouſed himſelf from his imaginary fears 
by the reflection, that ſincere friend- 
{hip is generally attended by moit other 
8 virtues, 


* — 
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virtues, eſpecially thoſe of forgiveneſs 


and condeſcenſion ; and from that 1dea 


he purſued his walk with additional 


courage. 


. When he approached the grove of 


trees, the little dog ran up to him, 


licked his hands, and ſeemed to own 
him as a third inhabitant of the ſweet 
abode. 


This encouraged Mr, Bromley to 
proceed to the front of the cottage, 


where he ſaw the ſame female who 


paſſed him the night before. She was 


3 ; ſeated 


\ 


Re 
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ſeated on a ſtool, ſpinning. Mr. Brom- 
ley would have retreated ; but the in- 
nocent girl left her wheel, and, run- 
ning up to him, ſaid, + 


Pray, Sir, have you loſt your 
e way? or did you want my miſtreſs?ꝰ 


Mr. Bromley replied, He was very 
' much aſhamed to intrude upon the 
happy life they led; but—” 


* Aſhamed!” anſwered this daughter 
of ſimplicity, © then I am ſure you are 
© 2 bad man, for no good one has any 

| e reaſo: 
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e reaſon to be aſhamed of his actions. 


c Come, Feather,” ſaid ſhe to the little 
dog,“ let us run in, and take care of 
e our poor miſtreſs; for here is a bad 
ec man come to take her away.” 


| She would have haſtened from him; 


but, Mr. Bromley ſtopping her, ſaid, 


Do not be alarmed, my dear; I 
« did rot mean I was aſhamed of hay-- 


4 ing commuted any ill; but, in pub- 
« lic life, it 1s the faſhion to ſay fre- 
«© quently more than we think, and 
© bad habits are too eaſily contracted: 
| 4 when 


. 
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ee when I ſpoke, I had forgotten I 
ce was happily retired from its deceits 
& and inſincerity.” 


% Well,” ſaid the harmleſs maiden, 


* am glad I don't live amongſt ye: 


© my miſtreſſes and I never ſpeak what 
* we do not mean ; but tell me what 
« you are aſhamed of that is not 
6c wrong.” 9 


« Then,” ſaid Mr. Bromley, I will 
« be explicit; I am ſo delighted with 
the outſide of this cottage, that 1 
* have a great deſire to become ac- 

, % quainted 


26 TEE COTTAGE' 'Y 
* quainted with the owners of it; but 3 
] feared I ſhould be deemed imper- 4 
60 tinent, troubleſome, and an unwel- 3 
© come gueſt, as I am a traveller from 
ce that tumultuous world you are ſo Y 


& ſuperior to,” 9 


„ My miſtreſſes are very good, an- 
ſwered the fair ruſtic ; © and Iam ſure - 
«© they will be happy to ſee any gen- 
« tleman who is ſo well-looking, and 
e ſpeaks ſo prettily.” | 4 
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of her heart! and alſo how-unfit for 


any other ſituation |! 


c Her youngeſt lady,” ſhe laid, | 
cc was at home; but the eldeſt with her 
«© lamb was gone to a poor woman, 
« who was ill, to carry her come, 
« ſome money; but, if Mr. Bromley” 
* would like to fee her Miſtreſs Lavl- 
& nia, ſhe was at work in the Bower.” 


Mr. Bromley ab ſhe would 


make ſome introduction for him, he 
* ſhould be much indebted to her.” 


777 _ 
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This ſhe inſtantly complied with, 
and returned in a few minutes, to ſay, 
“Lavinia would admit him.“ 


The firſt room he paſſed thro* was 
ornamented with various pictures, 
which ſcemed | to have been executed 
by the ladies themſelves. In it | ſtood 
a harpſichord, and a guittar lay on the 
table; alſo many drawings and imple- 
ments for painting. 


This led to the Bower; the ſame 
ſhrubs which graced the outſide, alſo 
beau- 


. 
2 8 
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beautified this apartment: within; and 
the addition of roſes, and many other 
ſweets, which lent their aid to adorn 
this rural ſpot, entwining themſelves 
in a circumambient form entirely round 
the ſides of the room, rendered it the. 
moſt fragrant and delightful Bower 
Mr. Bromley had ever ſeen. There 
were a number of little birds, which 
| hopped in or out as nature directed 
them, and ſang and built their neſts in 
the different branches that enriched 
this enchanting arbour. Here reſtraint 
ant confinement were baniſhed, and 
B- 3 ecrxery 
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every bird, inſect, or animal, found 
the dwelling of tenderneſs and bene- 
volence. 


Figure to yourſelf, Reader, ſuch a 
ſcene as this, and with nothing more 
you muſt pronounce it an Elyſium; 
but, to make it more complete, when 
Mr. Bromley entered, Lavinia was Conrad | 
there. She had been feeding a favour- 
ite nightingale, and it was pouring 


forth its gratitude in a ſong. 


Luavipia was an elegant figure; but 
J hope it is ſufficient to ſay, though not 
| 4 cu- 
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cuſtomary in theſe compoſitions, that 
ſhe had rather a more pleafing face 
than a beautiful one; a fine openneſs 
of countenance adorned her features, 
ſhaded with the moſt delicate tints of 
melancholy, and ſoftened with the be- 
nignity of religion. She was dreſſed | 
in a looſe white muſlin veſt, faſtened 
with a green ſaſh, Her hair was a 
3 pale-brown, and flowed in ringlets to- 
ber wait. She had a wreath of myrtle 
F in bloſſom round her head, which 
1 was the only ornament ſhe wore. She 
1 was amuling herſelf with dividing va- 
rious kinds of moſs. 
„„ As 
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As Mr. Bromley advanced, ſhe roſe; 


and Nature's colouring added a lively 
tinge to the check of modeſty, - She 
received him with the ſmile of meck- 
neſs and condeſcenſion, and would 
| have ſpoken ; but Mr. Bromley in- 
terrupted her in the following words: 


« Can you forgive, Madam, this 
« qaring intruſion from one who has 
&« no pretenſion or apology to offer for 
« thus invading the holy ſanctuary of 
ce friendſhip? Tam a wanderer, in pur- 
« ſuit of ſome alleviation to a heart 

5 almoſt 
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* almoſt overwhelmed with affliction. 


Ever an admirer of ruſticity, I have 
* conſtantly choſen thoſe places which 


could moſt forcibly gratify the only 


& ſatisfaftion now left me on this fide 


© the grave. Strolling in the wood, I 


© eſpied the little path which leads to 


4 your peaceful habitation. Never 


expecting to find the ſeat of happi- 
neſs in this ſtrange: motley world, 
* wonder not, Madam, that, when I 
& had diſcovered it, my ſoul. was in 
ce ſuch exſtacy, it carried me beyond 
<« myſelf; and to be known to the ow- 


© ners of it, was a luxury I could not 
B 1 « ret. 
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e reſiſt. Unuſed to diſſimulate, and 


thinking that Art was an outcaſt here, 
I determined to throw myſelf at the 
© feet of Virtue, and implore that pity 


cc which not even an inſe& is here de- 


« nied: but, you will ſay, they are in- 
** nocent ; while man, the lord of the 


4 ereation, and who ought to be the 


« wiſeſt and beſt, is moſt to be dread- 
«© ed. His knowledge is often the 
« inſtrument of deſtruction to his fel- 
© Jow-creatures ; therefore to bid you 
cc fear me not, will be, alas! no con- 
&« ſolation to any alarm you may have 
" imbibed ; but if you will fayour me 

5 © ſo 
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1 ſofar, gentle Lady, as to liſten to my 
« unhappy ftory, methinks your ſym- - 
* pathy will lighten my diſtreſſes ; 

« and if I may have permiſſion to 
© be ſometimes a viſiter at the happy 

«© Cottage, you ſhall be perfectly ſatiſ- 

« fied as to the truth of my aſſertions, 

« and be free from any apprehenſions 

« that I have deceived you.” | 


Mr. Bromley had ſo much the ap- 
pearance of an honeſt man, and he 
apparently felt ſo ſtrongly every ſen- 
tence he uttered, that Lavinia was 

Bos entirely 
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entirely relieved from any anxiety ſhe 
- might at firſt have ſuffered: 


EEE 
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She ſaid, © His manner bore ſo 
ce little the aſpect of diſguiſe, that ſhe 
cc was already intereſted in his hiſtory;” 


— 


but added, * that before two young 


—— . 


* women could with propriety admit 
« a male viſitor, they muſt be certain 
he was the character he. repreſented 
« kimſelf to be.” 


She ſolicited his forgiveneſs for 
ſ peaking ſo abruptly ; but ſaid, “ If 
« he ventured into rural life, he muſt 
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3F 
ce expect Sincerity in her plaineſt 


£ garb.” 


Mr. Bromley thanked Lavinia for 
having ſhewn him. ſo much candour, 
and would have proceeded to his nar- 


rative; but ſhe begged he would defer 


that kindneſs till the return of hor 
friend Miranda, * who,” ſhe ſaid, 
< always ſhared her pleaſures.” 


She then ordered Lucinda (for that 


was the name of the innocent attendant} 


to procure Mr. Bromley ſome refreſh- 
ment. As it was early, ſhe brought him 
ate! = 
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a baſon of new milk, with ſome of the 
niceſt butter and home-made cake he 


had ever taſted, 


Lavinia obſerved, „That their 
© whole ſubſiſtance was vegetables, 


« fruits, and milk, with wines made by 


te their own hands, and compoſed from 


&« ſome of the flowers of their planting,” 
She ſaid, Since their retirement, they 
c ceaſed to find a reliſh for that food 
cc which is daily maſſacred to pamper 
«© the luxurious appetites of man.“ 
She obſerved, © That if happineſs 


1 * could be enjoyed without allay, it 


& would 


: 


* 


7 i a5 
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qz « would certainly have found admit- 
a unee in their little cottage; but, 
| ce alas!” ſaid Lavinia (and a tear 
twinkled in her eye), © if we have 
« nothing in the preſent, yet the paſt 
tc or the future will in ſome degree caſt 
e cloud over the ſereneſt horizon.“ 


Here a deep ſigh eſcaped her; and 
MI. Bromley found that it is in other 
regions we muſt look for pleaſure, 
unadulterated with pain; but, as Reli- 
gion is the path, he perceived, when at 
Friendſhip's Cottage, he was ſtill pur- 
ſuing that deſirable abode. *+ 
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Thus 
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Thus far he felt happy, and was 
bleſſing his lucky fortune, when Mi- 
randa returned from her charitable 
excurſion.” As Lucinda had given her 
ſome information of the ſtranger who 
was with. Lavinia, ſhe was not ſurpri- 

zed to ſee a gentleman with her friend. 
Lavinia gave an explanation of Me. 
Bromley's viſit, which before had been 
painful to him to relate. 


; Miranda. 
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Miranda appeared equally affable 
as her companion, and ſtill more deſi- 
rous if poſſible to hear his hiſtory. 


She was a year or two older than 
Lavinia, and had a prettier face, though 
not ſo elegant a form. She was the 
picture of ſweetneſs and humility, with 

rather a more ſprightly countenance 
than her ſiſter friend. When ſhe 
entered, ſhe had on a veil, which ſhe 
inſtantly threw off, Her hair was 


nearly the colour of Lavinia's, and 
her head drefled the ſame; except that 
= the 
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the wreath was of willow; otherwiſe 
they were attired alike. 


When they were both ſeated, the 
one at her drawing, and the other 
ſelecting moſs and ſhells, while the 
happy Lucinda ſat on the turf, amuſing 
berſelf with her voice and her wheel, 

the ladies ſolicited Mr. Bromley to ob- 
ge them, by. fulfilling the kind pro- 
miſe he had already made, of relating , 
the different incidents of his paſt life. 


Mr. Bromley ſaid, It would give 
c him particular pleaſure to gratify their 
4 « deſires; 


* 
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cc deſires; but feared awakening that 
c“ ſenſibility which was ſo apparent an 
« addition to their many other vir- 
* aa 5 

However, perſuaded by the earneſt 
entreaties of the fair ſiſters, he thus 


began: 


1 father was a Coloneb in the 
ce army. He had an independent in- 
* come; but, being partial to the 
military life, he purchaſed a com- 
ce miſſion, and as he was a man much 
© reſpected, he roſe early to this high 
1 rank. 
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* rank, He married a handſome woe 
** man with a large fortune. I was 
c the only child of his that lived; and, 
** being of a volatile diſpoſition, I 
* entreated my father to procure me 
te an enſigney, which he readily com- 
5 plied with. I ſoon entered into all 
« the gaieties of life, and was ſo per- 
* fectly a faſhionable man, that I 
“ Jaughed at the idea of being in love. 
The army is generally the means of 
© jntroducing men into the firſt circles, 
provided they have a taſte for high 
life, which was ever my ambition; 
os and my father was of the ſame opi- 

» nion. 
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< nion. Though I knew many beau- 
ce tiful young women, not one had 
c made the ſlighteſt impreſſion on my 
« heart, which induced them to give 
ce me the appellation of The frigid 
& beau.* I was always attentive and 
« polite to the ladies; but it was from 
«© mere ceremony, and that they ſhould 


ce not ſtyle me a perfect brute : indeed 

J began to imagine myſelf, that I 

ce was compoſed of different materials 

« from mankind in general. I had 

; t the greateſt veneration for the mar- 
; ce ried ſtate 3 but I had yet found no 

„ woman, who could ſufficiently en- 


cc gage 
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ce gage my affections, to make her my 
< partner for life; and I deteſted the 
ce thought of profaning ſo holy a cere- 
ce mony, by perjuring myſelf in that 
ce moſt ſacred houſe, only from motives 
ce of intereſt ; a practice, alas ! too 
« general, and too little conſidered 


£ by numbers in the world. 


6 began to fear I was not bleſſed 

« with the finer feelings of ſenſibility ; 
et and yet I never wanted a tear or a 
cc ſigh when called forth by the-voice 
4 of affliction. One day, while I was 
cr thus ruminating, and almoſt totally 
a 6 out 
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re out of conceit with my own fancied 
4 inſipidity, I was rouſed from my con- 
« templation by the entranee of a Mr. 
Brook land, one of my intimate friends 
e in the ſame regiment I belonged to. 
He ſaid he came to invite me to go 
44 with- him to his father's houſe. in 
2 ſhire, where, he told me, 
we ſhould be very merry, and have 
e danees every night.— You wilt 
«then, ſays he, Charles, certainly 
ce throw off that fence of ſteel which. 
< has ſo long guarded thine obdurate 
cc heart.“ I ſmiled, and anſwered, © I 
< never wiſhed to ſhield it from the 
„ plea- 


48 THE COTTAGE rn 


« pleaſures of domeſtic ſociety, and 
% hoped that I ſhould ſoon meet with 
© a woman who could engage my 
6c affections. | 


t The next week we ſet off to 
« Brookland-hall, where © Mirth and 


(c all her Crew were indeed aſſembled. 5 


It being a ſpacious manſion, and 
« the owners very hoſpitable, every 


« kind of diverſion was thought of to 


ce entertain. There were a numher 


4 of young people of both ſexes in the 


« houſe, which, beſides many daily 
ce viſitors, made us a very large circle. 
vt „Though 
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Though there were ſeveral handſome 
« women, they appeared all alike in» 
« different to me. | 


Having been at Brookland-hall 
near a week, and much teaſed by 
© my companions for my inſenſibility 
to the many charms around me, [ 
«6 was at laſt ſo vexed with myſelf, that 


«from a very animated character I 
4 became dull and melancholy. 


« One day after dinner a dance was 

« propoſed for the evening; but 1 
« was ſo ſurfeited with a continual 
| C ce round 
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85 round of Saiety, that I determined 
«© to enjoy my own reflections uninter- 
< rupted. I therefore begged leave 
« of abſence that evening, ſaying, I 
4. wiſhed to execute tome particular 
40 buſineſs,” 


24 The evening was pleaſant, there- 
_ fore I took a lon 1g ramble, and return- 
— ed through | a gentleman” 8 park. 
cc The country was new to me, and 
< the pleaſure of diverting myſelf with 
t my. own meditations, being a ſatis- 
> 00 faction I could ſeldom partake of, I \ 


66 had 
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© had ſtrolled ſome miles before I was 
aware of the diſtance I had walked. 


te It was an evening in May, and 
the moon ſhone moſt delightfully 
5 reſplendent,: and played between the 
« leaves of the large oaks that ſur- 
* rounded the park. Every thing 
ce was ſilent, except the neighbouring 
ce village cur, or the duſky beetle hum- 
« ming as he paſſes the ear of the 
5 nightly wanderer. | 


“This was a moment fitted for con- 
*© templationz © Therefore let me, ſaid 
C 2 | « ] 


© 


. 
— 
—_— * * * 2 - 
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« I, * enjoy that delight which another 
ec day I ſhall not be allowed; and 1 
ic ſeated myſelf at the foot of a ſpread- 
1 ing beech, to admire the wonders of 
« that power who is ſo abundantly in- 
« dulgent to us, who are daily coun- 
« ter acting his commands! 


« While I was thus holding con- 
« yerſe with myſelf, a female figure 


e paſſed me in deep mourning: the 


« walked flowly along, and ſeemed 


* enrapt in thought. I was more ſur- 


ce prized than alarmed at ſo ſingular a 
ec circumſtance, and reſolved to follow 
| « her 
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« her at a little diſtance, ſo that ſhe 


might not obſerve me. 


« By the light of the moon I could 
« difcover ſhe was an elegant figure, 
and appeared to be a perſon of dil- 
1 tinction. 


J purſued her very ſoftly, and was 

s reſolved to find out whither ſhe was 

« going. I perceived ſhe had on her | 

* arm a filver baſket, 5 

« After coming to a dark avenre, 
Ys ſhaded on each fide with weeping 

C3 „ willow, 


f 
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e willows, I ſaw at the end of it one 
* much larger than the reſt, under 
* which ſtood a marble urn. 


* I then conjectured the ſubjegt of 
ve the fair mourners purſuit, and pla. 
te cing myſelf directly behind the tree, 
©* under which this memento of afflic- 
tion ſtood, could ſee and hear every 
«thing chat paſſed, undiſcovered. 


« After kneeling for ſome minutes, 
5 engaged in ſilent prayer, ſhe roſe, 
«and, unlocking the urn, ſprinkled 


<« its contents with”: many different ef- 
MEE CE | ſences : 


6 2 RRP Ho 
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& ſences: after which with a ſolemn 
ec and audible tone ſhe pronounced 
“ theſe words: 
ce © Shade of my much- honoured pa- 
& rent! if thou canſt deny thyſelf one 
< ſhort moment of perfect bliſs, look | 
« down with pity on the unhappy Ju- | 
© liana, who can never ceaſe to lament 
ce thee! Heavenly Providence! beſtow 
ee on her length of years, to perform 
© theſe obſequies to his bleſſed me- 
* mory; and may the laſt worldly 
ei office of the wretched Juliana be to 
© ſurround his athes with the crown of 
— ue 


56 THE COTTAGE 


« filjal love! ſo will it caſt lighter ſhade 
over her deepeſt melancholy, and 
0 ſhe will depart to the ſilent tomb in 
- peace! 


« When ſhe bad ſhed ſome tears 
« gyer the urn, ſhe encircled it with 
« a garland of the moſt odoriferous 
« flowers, and was returning from her 
« evening duty. 


As I had the moſt earneſt defire 
. to ſympathize with the diſtreſſes of 
«the fair ſufferer, I crept from my re- 
< tirement, and met her in the avenue. 
5 « She 


F 
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„„ She ſtarted at ſeeing a ſtranger in 
e that ſpot, which before ſhe thought 

« was only viſited by herſelf; burwhen 
had related the cauſe of my being 
there, and entreated her forgiveneſs 
« for my curioſity, ſhe looked with ſo 
„ much condeſcenſion, affabilicy, and 
„ graceful dignity, ſhe ſmiled, like an 
« April ſun- beam, fo ſweetly through 


_ «'her tears, that my flinty heart yield- 


ed itſelf a willing captive io the 
_ ©% beauteous Juliana. 


C 5 « Having 


58 HE COTTAGE. 


Having given her the ſhort annals 
Ce of my little hiſtory, and told her 
cc from whence I came, ſhe ſaid, ſhe 
had been well acquainted with Mr. 
* Brookland's family, and did not 
queſtion the veracity of my account. 
« © My poor father, ſaid Juliana,* died 
6 in Paris, where he went for a ſhort. 
s & time to ſee an old relation; and it 
ee was with much difficulty I could ob- 
* tain the aſhes you have ſeen me la- 
2 menting over, which are depoſited 
4 in that urn. | 
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She added, She had no other near 
ce relation; her mother died in child- 
c birth of her; and ſhe had neither 


cc brother or 6iter,” 


« ba © That what gave 
cc her moſt uneaſineſs, next to her ir- 
© reparable loſs, was, that the ſpot 
which ſhe had been bred up in would 
c revert to a man Who ore an infa- 
, mous character. n 230. ο 
64 ler n bo 4 55 lane 
.Cc And that, A few ſhort months” 
would deprive her of the only thing 
fy ak C6 . in 
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i in life that could give her ſatisfaction; 


« and thoſe walks, which ever brought 
«= to her mind ſome pleaſing converſa- 


< tions ſhe had enjoyed with her dear 


ei father, ſhe muſt for ever be torn 
from. Recollection', added Juliana, 
« in our happier moments almoſt re- 
e news the luxury of former delights ; 


- «© but, continued ſhe (and the moſt 


« majeſtic ſmile beamed upon her 


 w. countenance), © one ineſtimable gem 
© no one can deprive me of, the laſt 
KL my pms " my valued pa- 


66 rent.“ 


4% This 
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« This reflection ſeemed in ſome de- 
ce gree to compoſe her ſhattered ſpipits, 
« and by this time we had reached her 
of manſion. As it was late, and ſome 
« fleecy clouds obſcured the radiance 
« of the moon, Juliana requeſted an 
« attendant might accompany me to the 
« balk. tie tint I 7 


6 When the moment of departure- 

00 arrived, a ſomething 1 had never felt 
e caſt a gloom over my imagination, 
&« and an involuntary ſigh eſcaped me; 
« it was the moſt- reluctant adieu I. 
EE 5 tc had 
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EL had ever uttered; nor -could I take 
«© my leave, till the angelic Juliana 
ce had given me permilſion to viſit her 


again. 


4 As I returned, the road which 
4 before I ſo much admired ſeemed 
ec now rugged and uncomfortable, and 
ce the nearer I approached the hall, the 
& more difficulties ſtrewed themſelves 


n "7 way. 


„When 1 arrived, I found the in- 
* habitants very joyous, and nothing 
* was s heard but muſic and dancing. 
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3 Not! in a ſtate of mind to partake 
xc « of the gaieties of life, I retired to my 
« own apartment, where the ſcene I 
2 had juſt | quitted, | and. the preſent 
«6 one, formed ſo ſtriking a contraſt, 
40 © that it furniſhed me with many dif- 
e ferent ideas; but 1 preferred the ſo- 
« ciety of the penſive Juliana to all the 
« vain amuſements an inſipid world 


{;could afforg * 2-yÞyi 41 
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125 Full 1 a chouſand various hopes, 
LL and fears, but not one eſtranged 
*« from the miſtreſs of my heart, I en- 
4 | « deavoured 
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e deavoured to take a ſhort repoſe, 
& and determined the following day to 
« reyifit the fair object of my regard. 


| % When I was (though reluctantly) 
24 obliged to attend the next morning 
« at breakfaſt, every one raillied me on 
4 my abſenting myſelf the preceding 
„ evening, and tried to tantalize me, 
u by deſcribing the pleaſures of it in 
% the moſt lively colours. Little did 
they imagine what a poor effect it 
would have upon me, and how much 
«] would give to eſcape ſuch anotlier 


— — —ͤ 2ꝛ—— — at. es 


« eyening, 
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« evening, could. ku it like the for- 
” mer. 


oc Several 1 of amuſements were 
= propoſed, ſuch as walking, fiſhing, 
riding, &c. and each party ſaid with 
« a ſmile, That if I would promiſe 
6 not to offend again, they would ad- 
«© mit me.“ 


I thanked them; but faid, * I could 
e make no ſuch declaration, therefore 
ce would not treſpaſs on: their civility * 
& and added, that having ſome affairs 


on of 1 importaoce to tranſact, I deſired. 
«they 
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they would look on me as a very un- 
certain attendant on their purſuits.“ 


* They knew I was once very vo- 
latile, and were all amazingly aſto- 
e niſhed at the ſudden change. 

% Among the gentlemen, who were 
e moſt intereſted in my welfare, and 
* who, though younger, had ever been 
«t'my particular friends, was Captain 
Henry Mellin.“ 


At the name of Melliſh, Miranda 
turned pale; the roſe-bud withered on 
TR | het 
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her cheek, and ſhe looked like the 
modeſt ſnow- drop on which the early 
dew hangs pendant. 


At length ſhe raiſed her drooping 
head, and exclaimed, ** Alas, my Henry! 
and can it be poſſible I now behold 
«. the friend of the much-loyed owner 
of my heart! But T will, I muſt liſten 
_ 66 your ſtory; therefore begone, Re- 
46 flection, thou buſy tormentor, thou 
e diſmal phantom haunting the afflic- 
ce ted mind! would I could forget every 
«thing but Lavinia and my cottage! 
ce. Though, alas! I fear, no time can 
; ; « year 


4 
f 274 
” ST 
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* wear away the impreſſion while Me- 
c mory keeps her ſeat. Pardon me, 


40 Mr. Bromley, for this digreſſion; 


which has, like all diſtreſſes, brought 
« ſome. good in its train; though 


1 hefore I had: no doubts of the truth 


« of the intereſting hiſtory you are re- 
*« lating, yet this confirms it entirely, 


% and I ſhall have the additional plea 


t ſure of converfing on the excellencies 


* of the unfortunate Henry? _ 


She faid, * She had frequently 8 
heard him ſpeak of the worthy Brom- 
«© ley;. but as a man of the ſtricteſt. 
integrity 
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< integrity he had never divulged one 
incident of his fate.“ 


Miranda then intreated Mr. Bromley 
ts proceed, ifaying, From the firſt 
e Appearance of him ſhe was particu- 
« larly anxious to hear his ſtory, though 
« ſhe could not then diſcover the 
ce cauſe.” | 


Mr. Bromley ſaid, ©* Thou gh he 
« was concerned at having awakened 
the remembrance of woe, yet he was 
« happy he could prove to them that 
« he was relating the ſtricteſt truth, 

and 
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e and ſhould continue his melancholy 
< recital with much greater ſatisfaction 
to himſelf.” 


% 
4 * 


Lavinia dropt a ſympathetic tear for 
her friend; but in a ſhort time they 
were more compoſed, and Mr. Brom- 
ley thus renewed his ſtory. 


&« Mr. Melliſh was much concerned 

* at the ſudden gravity which had ta- 
ce ken ſuch full poſſeſſion of me, and 
«begged that I would accompany him 
et in a walk; ſaying he had excuſed 
* himſelf likewiſe from joining any 
0 
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« party that morning. While we were 
* deliberating which way we ſhould 


« go, we heard the following conver- 


© ſation in the next room. 


« © What!” ſays Miſs Flirtilla, are 


56 we to be deprived of two beaux this 
* morning, and the ſmarteſt of the 
* company alſo ? I had pictured to my- 
« felf a charming ride on horſeback ; 
but theſe men of faſhion, as they call 


* themſelves, never. know their own 


minds two minutes together: one 


“moment they make us believe they 


« are dying for us, and the next they 


„bes 
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Le behavelike bears; and yet we think 
<c life inſupportable without them. 


« © Oh!” ſays Miſs Vainlove, they 
ce only do it to try if we have any re- 
« gard for them; did you obſerve how 
* earneſtly Melliſh looked at me when 
© he-propoled. a walk with Bromley? 
ce Oh, my dear, you do not know their 
e way ſo well as I do; you have not 
« left the deplorable country above 
« two years; it is impoſſible you ſhould 
% know any thing of the toniſh ſcenes of 
"life that have but juſt quitted the 


47 * groves, | the purling ſtreams, 
45 aud 
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«and tiokling ſheep-bells. Come, 
“Maria, let us take our ride together, 
„ and boaſt of it as the pleaſanteſt we 


c 


N 


ever had; that will teaze them. 


« During this modern chit-chat, 


* which we could not help liſtening to, 
&« as it concerned us, we were deeply 
© intereſted in matters of much greater 


« importance to our peace than Miſs 


cc Flirtilla or Miſs Amelia Vainlove ; 


ce and we ſallied forth to enjoy a tete 


LA) 


« 2 tete, unmoleſted by ſuch ſaſhiona- 


o 


a 


ble dialogues. 
D 4 
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J entruſted my friend with the im- 
8 portant ſecret of my heart. He 
© much approved the excellence of my 
« taſte; and ſaid, © the character of 
« Juliana was moſt exemplary; and, if - 
« report might be credited, ſhe was 
„ equally beauteous as amiable.” 


« He told me, She was daughter 
« of the late Sir William Somerville: 
« a perſon as much diſtinguiſhed for 
« eyery valuable quality as Juliana. He 
cc died a few months ago abroad; and I 
* have frequently heard,” added Henry, 

: «ec the + 
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4 ſhe is inconſolable for his loſs. I 
ce aſſure you, Charles, I have great 
ce reaſon to believe you are the firſt 
ce ſtranger ſhe has converſed with ſince 
« his death. Having been thus fa- 
“ youred, ler me adviſe you to loſe no 
© time in declaring your ſentiments 
« to her, She is very young, and has 
lived in the moſt ſecluded manner; 
therefore is moſt likely without any 
2 engagement. That friend, who can 
* ſympathize and pity our misfortunes, 
© has a juſt claim to ſome regard; and, 
« with a mind of ſenſibility like Juli- 
«6 ana's, it is generally heightened. 
D 2 « Sigh 
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« Sigh not then at the faint ſnadow of 
« diſappointment; believe me, her ſoft 
© nature is eaſly won upon, and I can 


© almoſt venture to r you 


5c happy.“ 


ce c] have only this material objec- 
tc tion, anſwered I, the recent death 
© of her father; but as my ſtay here 
of will not be very long, and ſhe wilt 
« ſoon quit her preſent manſion, I may 


-\ hs never again be bleſſed with a ſight 
« of her. 
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This reflection left no alternative 
« and I promiſed Henry to ſee the fair 
© mourner early in the afternoon, and 


went to the park as ſoon as 1 
ce could be releaſed from the ſociety I 
was engaged in. 


« When arrived there, a domeſtic 
6“ had never ſeen told me his lady 
ce admitted no company ; but begged 
« he might inform her my name; which 


« I readily acquieſced in, as a mixture 


D 3 of 


* 
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" of hope and vanity led me to ima- 
c gine I ſhould obtain an interview. 


«« « Surely,” ſaid I, © ſhe cannot ſhut 
s out the voice of ſympathy ; it is con- 
© trary to the fair Juliana's nature to 
© do fo.” SYS 


« ] determined, however, to be 
very flow in my departure. After 
on rolling round the flower borders, 
and pretending to admire every thing 
tt worthy inſpection, though unknow- 
te jng whether they were weeds or 
2 ſhrubs, ſo much was I loſt in thought, 

6 « J 
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« J involuntarily gathered a ſprig of 
« myrtle, which I conſidered a fortu- 
« nate circumſtance, as it was the moſt 
* laſting memento I could then obtain 
* of the beautiful Juliana. 


I was ſauntering away, abſorbed 
«in the deepeſt melancholy, when, to 
«f my inexpreſſible delight (and the 
« ſudden tranſition almoſt overpowered 
me), the ſame attendant deſired I 
« would return, He ſaid, © When 
„ Miſs Somerville knew. who I was, 
«« ſhe gave orders for me to be admit- 
ee. 

ä This 


{) 
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«© This particular indulgence ani- 
* mated me with new courage, and with 
ee haſty ſteps I proceeded to the apart- 
e gent of Juliana, 


« She was ſeated on a ſopha of white 
« ſattin, in a magnificent ſaloon, fur- 
& niſhed in the moſt ſplendid manner. 
* On a table before her, were a number 
ce of different ingredients for painting, 
ce and ſhe appeared to have been co- 


* py ing the portrait of a gentleman. 


7 When 


oF FRIENDSHIP, B81 


“When T entered, ſhe was ſitting 


© in a penſive attitude, leaning her 


& cheek upon her hand. As TI ap- 
« proached, I fancied the clouds of ſor- 
ce row, which hung ſo heavily on her 
© beauteous brow, ſeemed to diſperſe; 
« and the ſerenity of ſatisfaction added 


ce luſtreto her eye. She was the figure 
& of Patience ſurrounded with all her 
© meek- eyed attendants, the Virtues . 


ce and the Graces. 


Thus looked the lovely Juliana“! 
„But, when ſhe ſpoke, her ſentiments 
D 5 be were 
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« were ſo juſt, elegant, and ſo full of 
9 « reſignation, that a heart of adamant 
* could not have remained - unmoved; 
much leſs mine, which was already 


„ chained with everlaſting regard. 

„ She told me, © She could never 
s forget the kind fenſibility I had ſhewn 
& for her affliction. Her mind,” ſhe 
te ſaid, © was much more calm; for 
& till the lat evening her ſole com- 
« forter was Religion; that, ſhe own- 
«© ed, © was a never-failing reſource: 
& but the additional ſolace of a friend 


& was an infinite relief in ſorrow.” She 
ob- 
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© obſerved, * the only amuſement ſhe 
could partake of, was being occu- 
« pied in any thing which related to 
« her dear parent, and ſhe had beenem- 
* ploying herſelf in drawing his re- 
* ſemblance from a picture, which was 


5e the greateſt likeneſs,” 


© This information was an infinite 
* comfort to my mind, as I dreaded leſt 
* the portrait was of ſome favoured lo- 
Ver. Many times was I ready to 
«© throw myſelf at her feet, and declare 
© my paſſion; and as often did my 
* reſolution fail me. | 


D 6 ,” = 


82. 


 TEV-CONTAVE 


« aſſured her, that, if I could be 

& of any ſervice to her, I entreated ſhe 

*would command me; that the plea- | 

* ſure I received in her preſence was 

* of ſo great conſequence to my peace, 

e that, unleſs ſhe would bleſs me with 

her hand, my future miſery muſt be 
«-jnevitable, and Thoped my continu- 

© ance of affection might be deſerving 

—_ * of ſome ſmall return from the only 
object who could ever poſſeſs my in- 
«variable regard.” I ſolicited a thou- 

« ſand pardons for my temerity, which, 

3 * ſaid, I could not have had the 

« pre- 
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pre ſumption to diſcover but at the 


© ſhrine of mildneſs, gentleneſs, and 
& pity. And now, I exclaimed, © moſt 
4 jneſtimable fair-one, pronounce my 
cc ſentence; it muſt either be the hap- 
ce pieſt or moſt miſerable; there can 
e he no mediocrity. 


«© That face, which was before the 
e ſeat of calm tranquillity, and always 
ce reflected the inward ſenſations of the 


c heart, now underwent the various 


6 changes of ſurprize and contempla- 
e 


« After 
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« After a ſilent pauſe of ſome mi- 
e nutes, and to me they appeared 
hours, the lovely Juliana thus ac- 
te coſted me. 


«< And would you, Mr. Bromley, 
E reſign all the luxuries and allure- 
* ments of a gay world, to live amidſt 
« the ſhades of retirement with the 
e unfortunate Juliana? It is true, you 
<« are the friend of ſorrow; but can 
ce the human mind, prone as it is to 
te the love of pleaſure, give up all its 


& delights to live ſequeſtered with an 
* unhappy 


Oy 
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* unhappy woman? When you peti- 
tion my hand, you are not aware of 
ce the gloom that will encircle it. Were 
6] poſſeſſed of millions, I could never 
* enter into the ideal charms of a gaudy 
* world. No, Mr. Bromley, you lit- 
© tle imagine what you requeſt; think 
& no more then of the wretched Juliana, 
« who will paſs her future days ſacred 
« to her God, and in living ſo that 
ec ſhe may at that awful period, when 
life's feeble lamp is fluttering in the 

10 ſocket, depart in peace with the 
| 66 happy 


$8 EE 


60 happy idea of again beholding her 


& much loved father,” 


« © If there are no other obſtacles 
c to divide me from the empreſs of my 
2 heart, anſwered I with emotion, 
«© then am l bleſſed indeed! Think 


0 not ſo meanly of me, faireſtJuliana, 
* as fo imagine when I addreſſed you 


La) 


c 


ec jt was to be endowed with riches and 
Ea magnificence; | permit me to unde- 
«& ceive you, and believe me when 1 
« declare, I would rather paſs my days 
ee jn the utmoſt indigence with you, 
than in a palace, deprived of your 
|  —  . 
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«pleaſing ſociety. Whatever manner 


* of life you may chuſe will be a lux- 


c ury to me. Be candid enough then 


ce to fix my deſtiny; the fear of lo- 


ce fing you has rendered me thus abrupt; 


« but hearts, like yours, are full of 
* forgiveneſs. Oblige me then, moſt 
ce excellent of your ſex, with ſuch a 


« reply as may compleat my ardent 
« deſires.” 


WY Diſſimulation,” replied the ami- 
us able Juliana, © has ever been my aver- 


« ſion; neither does female delicacy in 


this inſtance require it. I will freely 


© own 


ee nn nn 
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\ 0 


ve“ own to you, that your friendly con- 


« ſolation has been a powerful adyocate- 
« in your favour; and the world ſpeaks 
1 ſo largely in your praiſe, that I have 
4 only the fear of making you unhappy. 
60 from the retired manner I mean to 
« ſpend my future days. Gaiety was 
ce never agreeable to me, and now it 


4 is ſtill a more unwelcome gueſt; 


ee therefore, if you are not perfectly 
ce certain ſuch a life would be pleaſing 


to you, endeavour to forget the me- 


© lancholy Juliana.” 


The 
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« The extaſies of joy I felt are bet« 
« ter conceived than deſcribed, When 
&« | had viſited her for ſome months, 
« and conſtantly aſſured her, that TL 
* muſt be wretched without her, the 
« virtuous Juliana promiſed to bleſs me 
& with her hand. 


As the mourning for her father 
ce was not ended, ſhe deſired our mar- 
* riage might be deferred ſome little 
ce time, for ſhe ſaid, Though ſhe 
ce could never ceaſe to lament her loſs, 


9 * ſne would try to compoſe her 
ce mind, 
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— 


& mind, that ſhe might undergo the ſo- 
„ lemn change with ſome degree of 
ſerenity, and be more deſerving wy 


46 regard. f 


7 


c immediately went in purſuit of 
cc ſome ſituation which I thought would 
« be pleaſing to Juliana. As ſhe was 
© to reſide in the family manſion the 5 
«firſt year after her father's death, I 
I * left her comfortably ſituated, and 
. Fook my leave of Brookland-hall. 


1 et The firſt thing I had to do, was to 
It acquaint my father with the affair, 
| 5 for 
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« for without his confent Juliana would 


© not agree to be mine. 


«© It was a trying moment in which 
« I was compelled to quit the idol of 
© my ſoul. She too was affected; but 
« affliction was ſo habitual to her, that 
© ſhe ſeemed almoſt ſuperior to it. 
« Alas! had this ever been the caſe, 1 
* had now been happy. 


% My father, always ready to in- 
« dulge me, ipſtantly conſented to Our 
« union; ſaying, He was glad to 
« find l had ſhe wn ſome taſte,” | 

66 | 


— 
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& ] then went in ſearch of a habita- 
= tion which would be pleaſing to 
“ Juliana, At length, with much 
125 difficulty, 1 found one which I 
thought ſhe would like. 


de It was a ſmall houſe, fituated in a 
=« romantic vale; there was a beautiful 
“ garden, at the end of which was 
te a little grove, where I fancied Ju- 

'* liana might place the urn of her 
re backer, | 


« 1 fixed upon this ſpot for our 
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ce happy abode; and juliana was much 
*« pleaſed with the deſcription of it. 


Nothing, worthy remark, hap- 

* pened during the intermediate ſpace 
till the day arrived which was to 
- © make me ſupremely bleſſed by the 
© hand of the beautiful Juliana. 


« My father gave me a handſome 
income; and J fold out of the army, 
< that I might never be abſent from my 
« lovely wife, It was ſettled, that our 
ce nuptials ſhould be celebrated before 
6 ſhe quitted the ſeat of her nativity; 

: ; © after 
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ce after which we were to retire to our 
© little dwelling. 


e When the happy morning came, 
te my angelic bride was the picture of 
« ruſtic ſimplicity and innocence. She 
* had changed her mournful veſtments 
cc for the pureſt white. She went 7 
cc through the ceremony with the moſt 
& heroic fortitude; but, when the car- 
« riage appeared, that was to take her 
cc forever from her parental abode, ſhe 
«© could not refrain ſhewing part of the 
« inward grief ſhe ſo ſeverely felt. 


4e F or- 
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cee Forgive me, my deareſt Charles, 
« ſaid ſhe, the ungrateful return I 
« make your fervency of affection. Be 
* affured mine is not leſſened by the 


te tears I ſhed on the day I ought to 


« have dedicated to you alone; but, 


&« alas! the Lethean cup can never 


& reach my lips: however, I will uſe 
© every argument of reaſon I am en- 
© dowed with to baniſh paſt re flections, 


66 © and endeavour to diſperſe them by 


cc ſtudying the pre ſent duties 1 owe my 
c huſband. 
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* 


I thanked her moſt tenderly and 
< affured her that wy firſt pleaſure 


&< would ever be to make her happy: 


cc Juliana Was much delighted with 


rc our little retirement, and eſpecially 


the grove in which the urn was care- 


* 1980 placed. 


i 

< Soon after our marriage, 1 had 
re the misfortune to loſe1 my father. He 
4 left me his whole property, which 
was conſiderable; but riches were 


e of little uſe to me, who had already 


4 ſuch 
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* ſuch a treaſure in my ſweet Juliana. 
KL Having no deſire for grandeur, we 
cc did not wiſh to excel in the ſhowiſh 
'« ſcenes of life. 


« The firſt year after our union, 
ec juliana preſented me with a beautiful 
* little girl. She was a great favou- 
cc rite, and Mill continued to be more 
66 fo, as being the only child we ever 
© had, This ſweet infant was the 
« means of reſtoring the ſhattered ſpirits 
« of Juliana, as it took up much of her 
cc attention; and, with 4 few ſocial 
66 friends, we looked no farther into 
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the world for additional happineſs. 


Rut, alas! that bliſs we enjoyed was 


© too exquiſite? It is not here below, 
< as I again experience, even in the 
4c yirtuous fiſters Cottage, we are to 
et taſte felicity unmixed with pain. 


Here Mr. Bromley fetched a deep 
Fi, and with much difficulty proceeded, 
We had been married, faid 
he, * about four years, when one 
38 evening, one unfortunate evening, as 
<* our little Louiſa (for ſo we called 


| © her) was walking with her nu-ſe, 


xc they 
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« they were met by two men and a wo- 
* man, who were Gypfies. One of the 
© men dragged the nurſe into a wood, 
e and held her while the others carried 
<« off our dear little girl. He then left 
© her, almoſt diſtracted, to bring home 
« the-melancholy ſtory. Judge, ami- 
« able fair ones, the ſituation of our 
„ minds, and particularly that of the 
lovely Juliana already ſo much de- 
« preſſed by recent affliction. 


We made every reſearch invention 

could dictate, but without effect. 
« Had death deprived us of her, we muſt 

wn have 
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& have ſubmitted to the divine will, 
© and have chaſed away our own 
« anxieties, with the thought of her | 
cc jnconceivable happineſs, But this 
«© was a ſhock the wounded mind of her 
ie fond mother could not ſuſtain, As 
«the pale lily bent with the northern 
tc blaſt, ſhe drooped her languid head 
ves never to raiſe it more. 


At firſt, the moſt violent fits ſuc- 
« ceeded each other, without inter- 
a miſſion ; ; bur, when calm contempla- 
cc tion began to take jts gentler ſeat, a 


&« flow fever ſeized her frame, and, like p 
ce « ſome 


= I 
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«ſome tender ſhrub ſtruck with che 
c piercing lightning, ſo ſhe withered 
1c. jn her bloom. = 
60 One evening, after ſhe bud been: 
40 paying the laſt mournful duties over 
the urn of her father, ſhe called,me to 
* her, and ſpoke theſe bitter words: 
« © This, my dear Charles,“ ſaid ſhe, 
« © js another of the moſt trying mo- 
© ments of my life, in which L mult 
«© pain the worthy. mind of my much- 
« loved huſband, by telling bim, that 
*« a few ſhort weeks will deprive him, 
« of me for ever. For ever! did I fay? 
E 4 „ no 
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e no! that is too diſmal an idea for 
cr humanity to ſupport! a few fleeting 
60 years, my worthy Charles, and we 
e ſhall meet again in thoſe bleſt regions, 
« where ſorro'y and afflictions are no 
* more. This laſt ſtroke has been too 
_ «4 feyere for my ſhaken ſpirits to ſur- 
« mount, and I am ſinking to the grave, 
4e which has no terrors but thoſe of 
& parting from my much · valued huſ- 
« band. My poor Louiſa's fate is in 
« the hands of that Power who has 
4 diſpoſed of her according to his own 


* wiſdom; and, though harſh the de- 


— axe J murmur not: would I had 
% ſaf- - 
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« ſafficient philoſophy to overcome it! 
&« I ſay this, my deareſt Charles, to 
« prepare you for that event, which in 
© a little time muſt take place. I have 
* a requeſt to make, which I am ſure 
« you will fulfill; place me near the 
« urn of my father, and preſerve that, 
« as a relic, ſacred do the memory of 
« your Juliana. When I am no more, 
« let me adviſe you to travel; variety 
« will be the moſt ſoothing balm to 
6 your wounded mind. Sink not into 
« deſpondency ; remember we ought 
% to bear our trials with patience and 
« fortitude, knowing they are ſent us 

. E 5 « for 


| 
| 
' 
f 
| 
| 
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cc for ſome good purpoſe; it is one of 
E the errors your unhappy wife is 
by guilty of; but though ſhe has ſur- 
4 mounted the firſt misfortune, and 
* ſubmits with reſignation tothe ſecond, 
« © yet human nature will be human 


e nature ill? However, my dear 
Charles, let examples of this kind be 
e productive of a uſeful leflon to your- 

“ ſelf, and in all diſtreſſes be comforted 


and be ſubmiſſive. May my weakneſs 
«then prove a warning to you! ſo will 


ce good ſpring out of my unfortunate 
* fate, and with chat reſlection ſhall I 
* de- 
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« depart to the filent tomb with ſere · 


ec nity. 


e This converſation, though ſpoken 


« in the mildeſt and moſt placid tone, 
« was like daggers to my heart; but L 
« endeavoured to conceal the acuteneſs 
of my grief, that I might not add to 


& the pains of Juliana, I promiſed to 


&« uſe every effort to comply with her 


* 


ce deſires, reſpecting my future peace; 


c but begged ſhe would try to ſubdue 
« the melancholy which overſhadowed 
& her mind. She ſaid, © for my ſake, ſhe 
«© would ule every means for her reco- 

E 6 a 
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« very. But though change of ſcene 
4c and each method chat could be con- 
e ceived were tried, it had no effe& ; 
* and the ſpotieſs Juliana took her 
« leave of this checquered world, 
ie without a ſi igh but for her huſband 
* and her child! 


OP 1 was ſo overpowered with afflic- 
tion, that I inſtantly loſt every faculty 
"*:of reaſon, and had an attendant 

_ *.conftantly to watch me. After ſome 

hs time paſſed in this manner, my good 

* friend Melliſh, hearing the deplora- 

e ble ſtate I was in, came to me; and 

« by 
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1 by his continued aſſiduities at laſt 
ee brought me to my ſenſes. He ſtayed 
cc with me near two months; and as I 
tc promiſed to travel, and ſeemed more 
© compoſed, he left me. When I re- 
* covered my reaſon, my firſt care was 
* to have a mauſoleum erected cloſe to 
« the urn of Sir William 'Somerville; 
* and, by the laſt requeſt of my lovely 
Juliana, I ordered her remains to be 
« conveyed there, which, during my 
« {tate of inſenſibility, had been in- 
4 terred in a vault near the church, © 


wit 
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It was many weeks after Melliſn 
*-was gone, before I could ſummon 
« ſufficient reſolution to quit the ſpot 
* which contained the only remains of 
« every thing] valued upon earth; but 
tc leaving ſome careful domeſtics at the 
6 Grove (for ſo was our little habita-. 
5 tion called), I departed, hoping in 
* ſome degree to chaſe away the dreary. 
« gloom whiclr hung over my head. 


« My firſt buſineſs was to purchaſe | 

the Grove, that it might always be 

D ſacred to the ever-honoured memory 
| « of 


I 
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te of my dear Juliana and her father; 
% and be ready to receive the remains: 


of the unfortunate Bromley, when- 


« ever it pleaſed his maker to recal 


ec him hence. 


e Many different excurſions did L 
e make, and for ſeveral years equally 
e unpleaſed with all, till heaven directed 
60 my ſteps to the ſweet Cottage of 
4 Friendſhip. And thus, ladies,” ſaid 
Mr. Bromley, © ends the woeful hi- 
© ſtory of my paſt life. What the ſu- 
© ture pages may contain, is ſafely 
55 enrolled in the book of fate.“ | 

ES Miranda 
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Miranda and Lavinia ſhed many 
tears over this recital, for which they 
expreſſed themſelves much indebted to 
Mr. Bromley; and they declared, te It 
« would be their greateſt joy, to do 
every thing in their power to ſmooth 
4 the ruffled brow of recent ſorrow ; 
* and, as he ſeemed ſo delighted with 
* that quiet retreat, hoped he would 
« paſs as much of his time there as was 
convenient to him.“ 


He thanked them moſt fincerely, 
and ſaid, He ſhould be infinitely 


% gra- 


wu 


— 
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05 gratified to ſpend as many of bis days 


* near their peaceful Cottage as he 
« could ſpare from his once pleaſant 


" abode; bur,” added he, © I cannot 
cx entirely quit that place, which was 
once ſo dear to me, and muſt ever 


© be ſo, while it contains the aſhes of 


© the charming Juliana.” 


He ſaid, Tt would be a great ſatis- | 
« faction to 1 could he obtain leave 
c to erect a ſmall hermitage or ſort of 5 
Gothic temple near them, ſo that 
ie they might alternately enjoy each 
ies . ſociety; but if there was a 


— "me 
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« poſſibility of a favour of that kind, 
* being granted, he muſt apply to 
4. them to „ it.“ 


Lavinia anſwered, She did not. 
« doubt ſuch an indulgence bein 8 per- 
emitted; for as the lord of the woods 
« Was Timed for benevolence and hoſ- 
« pitality, and had already moſt gene- 
* rouſly permitted them to reſide there, 
" they had reaſon to believe he would 
 * favour a. ſecond requeſt, when it 
* could be the means of relieving a vir 
t tuous ber worn down by pecu- 
10 -liar. diſtreſs,” „5 


Full. 
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Full of the ideal pleaſure he ſhould. 
receive by living part of the year near 
the amiable friends, he endeavoured. 
to draw a veil over the late afflicting 
narrative; but 1 it was of too fine a tex- 


ture, to prevent his ſeeing, in the. 
ſtrongeſt colours, the reverſe of plea- 


ſure and. pain he had experienced at. 


the Grore. 


% 


By the particular entreaties of Mr. 
Bromley, the ladies promiſed to relate 8 
their melancholy hiſtories; but deſired 
to defer it till another time, that they 
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might amuſe him better the remainder 
of that day, which had brought with 
it ſo much agitation to his wearied 
ſpirits. wo TOW” 


Miranda and Lavinia ſolicited Mr. 

Bromley to partake of their ruſtic re- 
| paſt, He affured them, Nothing 
E * could pleaſe him ſo well; and that, if 
| te he was lucky enough to obtain a re- 
1 & tirement near them, he ſhould follow | 
| & their example in every thing, as far 
E - « as it was in his power,” 


. Mr. 
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Mr. Bromley's ſurprize was infinitely 
heightened, when Lucinda informed 
them every thing was ready. He 
thought he had ſeen all the apartments, 
and, as no preparations were making, 
he was much aſtoniſhed when Lu- 
<inda ſaid their repaſt was prepared. 


e Now, Mr. Bromley,” ſaid Mi- 
Tanda, ** I will ſhew you our dining- 
room; it is not furniſhed in the mo- 
« dern ſtyle.” Saying this, ſhe led 
him through a ſerpentine lime-walk, at 


the end of which ſtood a grotto; the 
„ 
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varieties of ſhells and moſs which orna- 
mented it formed an elegant and natural 
contraſt, and the limes in bloſſom 
yielded the moſt fragrant perfume, 


"while the thickneſs of their ſhades af- 
| forded a moſt grateful and "oy 


coolneſs. 


When they entered, there was a 
table ſpread with many fruits and ye- 
gerables the ſeaſon produced, and 
arranged with the neateſt ſimplicity. 
Over their heads hung a wreath of the 
moſt beautiful and odoriferous flowers, 
which Miranda informed Mr. Bromley 

Ig Was 


bs 
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Was daily renewed by the good Lu- 
cinda; and ſhe called it ** the Crown 

40 of Friendſhip, entwined by the hand 

cc of Gratitude and Affection.“ 


Mr. Bromley declared this to be the 
"moſt comfortable meal he had ever par- 
took of. Miranda ſet on ſome of the 
richeſt wines, which, ” ſhe ſaid, were 
„ made by their own hands, and com- 

"66 poſed of cowilips, grapes, and apri- 
e cots.” 


W hile they were refreſhing them- | 
Tetves, they needed not a band of 
| arti- 


. 
| 
KB 


2 
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artificial muſic ; they had nature's me- 
lody, ſo ſuperior to every manceuvre 
of art; the thruſh, the linnet, and the 
black-bird, entertained them with 
their harmonious notes, while the 
melancholy dove, with its plaintive 
mumurs, formed a pen/eroſo to this en- 
chanting concert. Miranda ſaid, they 
always fat in the grotto during the heat 
of the day, and the lamb and the little 
dog never failed to accompany them. 


They were much amuſed with the 
account Mr. Bromley gave of ſeeing 


them at play, and the reflections it 


occa- 
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occaſioned. They converſed on vari- 
ous topics till the evening approached; 
when Miranda propoſed a walk, as 
| ſhe wiſhed to ſhew Mr. Bromley all the 
beauties of their charming ſituation. 


They went to the bottom of the hill#, 
and ſauntered along the banks of the 
Thames for ſome diſtance, till they 


came to a baſon of water, from which 


appeared once to have flowed à beau- 
tiful caſcade z it ſeemed to have been 
| raiſed by art, but nature had ſo far 


gained the aſcendancy that it was infi- 
* This deſcription is taken from reality. 


=. nitely 


. 
J 
: 
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nitely ſuperior to.any thing the work- 
man could execute. Like the 
world,“ ſaid Lavinia,“ even Dame Na- 
* ture ſeems partial to her own inven- 
« tions, and the has led the gliding rill 
ce from its wonted ſource; and, falling 
between two venerable trees, renders 
eit a moſt romantic ſcene. Ever mur- 
ce muring, yet ever pleaſing, it ſwells 


© upon the evening breeze, and 


„ reaches the Cottage of Friendſhip.” 


Mr. Bromley ſaid, He ſuppoſed 
« they paſſed many hours near that 
«© delightful ſpring;“ but they told 
1 him, 
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him, It was ſo much viſited by the 


4 gayer world, that they ſeldom ſtrolled 


* fo far; and indeed they could not 
< defire more beauties than what ſur- 
* rounded their Cottage.“ 


When they returned, Mr. Bromley 
ſaw the fair ſiſters ſafely lodged in 
their rural dwelling, and departed for 
the. night, after promiſing to ſpend 
the next day with them. 


When Mr. Bromley again became 
one of the buſy multitude, what a 
change did he experience! he almoſt 
2 fan- 


- 
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| fancied himſelf in the fituation of out | 


firſt father, when deprived of the de- 


lights of Paradiſe; but the pleaſing 
reflection, that he was not totally ba- 


niſhed, in ſome meaſure ſmoothed _ 
pillow, and he ſlept in Peace, 


When the lovely ſiſters had parted 
from their worthy friend, they ſat for 


ſome hours contemplating the unex- 
pected event of that day, which had 


brought ſo agreeable an -addition to 
their happy dwelling. - * How com- 


„ plicated,”” exclaimed Miranda, © are 


cc the incidents of our fate! and how 
e won- 
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wonderful the ordinations of Provi- 
© dence! I was ſufficiently bleſſed in 
E my Lavinia; but to have the valua- 
ble friend of my ever dear Henry 
ce reſtored to me, is a bliſs I never 
ce deſerved, or could poſſibly hope 
« for.” Lavinia too expreſſed her 
gratitude for this added luxury, and 
ſaid, © Some inward monitor whiſ- 
* pered, that, if they ſtudied to ad mi- 
* niſter conſolation to their afflded 
„ friend, he would prove a laſting 
“ ſource of comfort to them ſo long 


« as they lived.“ 


F-2 En- 
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Engaged in theſe pleaſing reflections, 
the hour of repoſe would have arrived 
too ſoon, had they not recollected that 
the approaching morning would give 
them another interview with their 
friend; and they retired, equally deſi- 
rous as Mr. Bromley for the returning 
morrow. | 


I) he next day as Mr. Bromley re- 
turned to the Cottage, his ear caught 
the ſound of a flagelet, playing the 

wild and unſkilful notes of an untaught 


performer; however, they were not 
| un- 
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unpleaſing, and he liſtened with ſome 
attention and ſurprize, eſpecially as the 
mulic ſeemed to procee] from the Cot- 
tage, and he knew of no other inhabi- 
tant reſiding there but the amiable 
friends, # 


As he approached the happy dwell- 
ing, he perceived a young man, habited 
as a ſhepherd, fitting under a hedge, 
in the field in which were Miranda and 
Lavinia's ſheep. Though the muſic 
had ceaſed before Mr. Bromley ap- 
peared in view, he inſtantly compmnyred 
from whence j it came, 


\ When 
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When he arrived at the Cottage, the 
ſiſters were particularly rejoiced to ſee 
him, becauſe, they ſaid, They had 
«© the happy tidings to communicate, 
ce that Mr. Bromley had free permiſſion. 
« to build a ſmall habitation for him- 
« ſelf.” He was much delighted with. 
this information; and after thanking 
the fair ladies for their kind attention 
to his wiſhes, he aſſured them he would 
loſe no time to have it completed. 


Mr. Bromley aſked Miranda, If 
6 ſhe had heard the muſic which re- 
| « ſounded 
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ec founded along the hill as he was 
© walking to her Cottage.“ 
She ſaid, It was the. ſhepherd, 
cc who had attended the flock ſince 
« their retreat from ſociety ;” and ſhe 
obſerved, © He was equally grateful as 
« Lucinda. Similarity,” faid Mi- 
randa, © has grown into the trueſt 
cc affection, and ſo high is their attach- 
* ment for each other, that Lucinda 
« will ſit for hours ſpinning on the 
6c graſs, in the hotteſt part of the day, 
to be gratified with the fight of her 
lover at the further part of the mea- 
F £7 % dow, 
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e dow, rather than be ſeated in the 
& ſhade to be entirely deprived of it; 
« and in return he entertains her with 
« his paſtoral muſic. Their parents 
are poor, but very induſtrious, and 
* they have thought them both too 
ce young to marry; but at laſt,” ſaid 
Miranda, “ we have obtained the con- 
te ſent of Edwin's relations, and there- 
« fore hope to gain the permiſſion of 
“ Lucinda's: If we ſhould,” ſaid ſhe, 
te you are juſt become acquainted with 
« us in time, Mr. Bromley, to be the 
« ſpeQator of a rural wedding.“ 


Mr. 
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Mr. Bromley. obſerved, Nothing 
* could give him more heart-felt de- 
light, than to ſee two faithful lovers 
made completely happy.” He beg- 
ged the ladies would fix upon the ſpot 
on which he ſhould erect his little 
Hermitage; and they. choſe one about a 
quarter of a mile from their own abode. 
It was upon the ſummit of the hill: 
the back of it was ſhaded with ever- 


greens, and the front beautified with 


here and there a clump of various ſmal- 


ler kinds of trees, which, growing in 


ö viſtas, 
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. Viſtas, admitted a view of the fineſt 
country fancy can paint to the moft 
brilliant imagination, 
The building was not large, there- 
fore it was ſoon finiſhed. It conſiſted 
of only two apartments: the roof was 
of thatch, and the ſides compoſed of 
roots and flints,the ſame as the Cottage; 
| | and, to have a more ornamental appear- 


ance, it was formed ſomething like a 
Gothic Temple, or ancient hermitage. 

3 His only garden was a few ſhrubs, 
which grew in an irregular manner, 

and were of his own planting. Mr. 
Bromley had no attendant ; for there 

4 were 
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were few people they could truſt to- 
enter into thoſe happy retirements, 


Miranda obſerved, *© That, like 
60 ſpies from an enemy's country, they 
* might ſoon overturn the peaceful go- 
«© .yernment of their little empire; 
te therefore ſhe entreated Mr. Bromley 
& would partake with them his daily ; 
« food, and Lucinda and her Edwin 
* might attend on their limited wants.” 


In a ſhort time Mr. Bromley's ruſtic 
dwelling was completed; for there 
were no ſplendid embelliſhments to 
pro- 
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prolong the artiſts ſtudies; and it was 
ſoon ready to receive the worthy 


owner. 


As they were all very ardent in their 
endeavours to make Mr. Bromley's 
new ſituation agreeable to him; on 
that account all thoughts of Lucinda's 
marriage were deferred, till every 
thing was properly arranged at the 


Hermitage. 


One evening as the amiable party 
were amuſing themſelves by converſing 


on various ſubjects, Mr. Bromley ſaid, 
. 
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He would now petition for the favour 
6 he had been promiſed of hearing the 
ladies hiſtories; and ſhould be infi- 
« nitely obliged, if one of them would 
« indulge him.” | 


Miranda ſighed : ſhe ſaid, © It 
cc was a melancholy taſk; but, as it 
ee could not be more ſo than the 
60 «diſtreſſing truths he had related of 
© himſelf, ſhe was bound in gratitude 
& to comply with his deſires; and La- 
« vinia in her turn would recite her 

< troubles.” The fair ſiſter bowed 
| :aflent.; and Miranda, having wiped off 
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an involuntary tear, ſacred to remem- 
brance, thus began. 


ce My father was a clergyman, of 
&« ſmall ſortune, in ſhire :. my 
& real name is Anna Maria Waters; 
6 but, that we might not be ſo readily 
2 diſcovered, Lavinia and myſelf have 
ec choſen fiftitious ones. My father 
ce died very ſuddenly; and, unhappily 
ce for me, without making any. will, I 
& have one brother a few years younger 


© than myſelf. 


My 
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© My mother was a woman ill- cal- 
te culated to render a domeſtic. life 
* comfortable: ſhe was fond of gaie- 
ce ties ſhe could not afford, and of, 
e continual diſſipation, which is not- 
becoming the Mother of a family, 
< eſpecially where there is not a. ſuffi» 
«. ciency to purchaſe ſuch vain amuſe - 


“% ments, 


& My father, who was a very wor- 47 
cc thy character, was much hurt at her | 
proceedings; but ſhe was not of a 


= GIIE to hear advice. This occaſi- 4 
* oned j1 


no will. 
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* oned. continual pangs in the breaſt 
of my father, and in all probability 
BE ne his es 


te J was never of a volatile diſpoſi- 
* tion, and diſliked the round of inſipid 
* company we were daily engaged in; 
e for which reaſon I became the aver- 


«* fion of my mother, and indeed my 


ce brother was not a favourite: as ſoon 
sag ſhe poſſibly could, ſhe ſent him to 
« ſea. What fortune my father had 
« was in money ; therefore my mother 
* took poſſeſſion of it, as there was 


5“ Scarcel.y 
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6 Scarcely had my father been dead 
ce two years, before ſhe married again, 
* and had ſeveral children by her ſe- 
© cond huſband. Only picture to 
« yourſelf, Mr. Bromley, the ſitua- 


e tion I was in, loſing the only parent 
« who had any love for me; my poor 
2 brother gone, perhaps, for ever, 
« and me dependant on ſuch a mother 
ce for ſubſiſtence. The law was a poor 
c reſource, and it was a melancholy 
&« proſpect on every ſide; but, alas 
had I ſeen all the misfortunes. that. 
ere to attend me, it would have 
68 been 


them together, My father-in-law | 
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te been ſtill more dreadful! But the 
& 500d Providence, in pity to our 
« weak natures; conceals from us our 
ct approaching deſtiny! My only com- 
© fort was in the friendſhip of my ever 
* dear Jemima (for that is the real 
* name of Lavinia). We lived near | 
«each other, and could lighten our 


te diſtreſſes by unboſoming and ſharing 


«was much more tender of me than 
ee my real parent; but he was a man 
-« of the world, and had a very mode- 
« rate- degree of ſenſibility ; what he 
© poſſeſſed was chiefly confined to his 
- ce own. 
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cc n children; there was little to 


e ſpare for the unfortunate Anna. 


« As I was fond of retirment, I 
© uſed frequently to paſs many hours, 
reading or working, under ſome tree 
or ſecluded ſhade, where I might ru- 
e minate on my misfortunes without 
* interruption. For this purpoſe, I had 
placed a ſmall ſeat, by the margin 
* of a rivulet, which ran along the 
© banks of one my father's meadows. 
e Some large elms, together with other 
** {maller trees, formed a kind of leafy 
alcove over my head; whilſt the roſes 
0 
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* and woodbines, that entwined them; 
6e rendered it a truly romantic little 
<< ſpot. 


« Here I uſually paſſed my days 
© duting the ſummer, and frequently 
n my friend Jemima accompanied me. 
© One morning, when I was particu- 
« larly oppreſſed with ſorrow, I retired 
« alone to my favourite ſeat; and, too 
© much overcome with grief to read 
* or work, I burſt into tears. While 
J was weeping, I was ſuddenly rou- 
« ſed from my diſtreſs by the ſound of 
* foot- ſteps. I felt much alarmed, as 
i at 
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< jt was the firſt time any one had ap- 
« proached my quiet retreat: but how 
« infinitely was I agitated and confuſed 
« when I beheld a handſome young 
officer, in a military uniform! 


He made a very polite apology, 
e and ſaid, © That being a ſtranger, 
«he hoped, would ſufficiently atone 
« for his apparent rudeneſs, as he did 
not know that was a private walk.” 
“J was ſo hurt he ſhould ſee me in 
© ſuch affliction, that I could make no 
proper reply. He ſaw my embarraſ- 
<< ment, and immediately retired, with- 


& out 


— 
1 


_— 


144 THE'COTTAGE 


oy out putting me to the pain of ſtudy= 
ing a ſpeech I was then incapable of. 


ce] thought he ſeemed to pity me; and 
6 fancied I could diſcover he wiſhed 


&© to become acquainted with my ſors 


* row. I reproached myſelf for not 
© behaving with more propriety, and 
© hoped I might have another oppor- 


< tunity to remedy my ill manners. 


« Alas! I little knew it was not only 
* deſire of appearing polite ! There 


© was a ſomething more which ſoon 


& after diſcovered itſelf. My heart, 


tc which before was the ſeat of ſilent 


"hon woes. now underwent . the different 
| & viz 
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. © viciſſitudes of hope and fear. © Could 
« I,” ſaid I to myſelf, © but ſee him 
0 once more, methinks I ſhould be 
« happy, only to have the means of 
<« repairing my rude behaviour.” Full 

© of theſe reflections I returned home; 
< my mind occupied with a thouſand 

« various ideas which this little adven- 
«© ture had occaſioned. The next day 

„J was in doubt whether prudence 
* ſhould reſtrain me from my rural 
« ſhade; bur, as I could find no mate- 
5e rial cauſe for my abſence, and Incli- 
e nation being a powerful combatant, 
*I ſubmitted to her will, and reviſited 
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the much- loved ſpot, Which was 
© now more pleaſing to me, than 
c before. 3 

ce When I came to the ſeat, how in- 
ec finite was my aſtoniſhment to find it 
te ornamented with the moſt beautiful 


ee bouquets of flowers, which were pla- 
C ced in baſkets, and tied with bows 
of ribband to the boughs of the trees! 
4e Fruits too of the moſt delicious kinds 


< were interſperſed in the ſame manner 
among the branches; and they were 
« diſpoſed with ſuch peculiar elegance, 
de that it had the moſt paſtoral and en- 

* chant- 


\ 


OF FRIENDSHIP. 147 


4 chanting effect. I was ſo ſtruck with 
e wonder, that it was many minutes 
ce before I could reſolve how to act. I 
ce thought of no one but the hand- 
< ſome officer I ſaw the day before, 

* who could have ſhewn ſo much taſte. 
J determined however to let them re- 
main untouched till 1 had the advice 
© of my friend Jemima, as I recollected 
that, beneath the moſt ſpecious ap- 
ce pearances, there often lurks a veno- 


© mous ſerpent. 


<« 1 inſtantly quitted my retirement, 
8 * though it was adorned with ſo many 
1 ad- 
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ce conſult my friend upon this ſingular 
event; but unluckily (as then ima- 
_ © gined) my mother deſired my attend- 
„ & ance at home, ſaying, She had a 
e large W of her acquaintance 


that evening. Gueſs my amazement, 


© when, among the number, I ſaw 


cc enter the ſame officer who had diſco- | 


| | | 

e additional charms, and determined to 
| 

| 


* yered my ſolitude. 


« No ſooner was he introduced to me, 
&« than felt every nerve in motion, and 
* had as great difficulty to ſpeak as 
« when he addreſſed me before. He was 
5 particularly attentive to me; but 
I «© when 
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e when he ſpoke of the beautiful re- 
« treat I had choſen, I did ſummon 
< reſolution to mention how elegantly 
< I found it ornamented the laſt time 

l went there. He ownedy * It was 
« Jone by himſelf;' and added, © He 
4 was completely happy if 1 approved 
S of it,” 


1 found he was on a viſit in the 

'© neighbourhood ; that his. name was 

« Melliſh ; and that he was much re- 
** ſpected by every one who was a- 
5 quainted with his excellencies. My 
father was extremely pleaſed with 
G 3 dim, 
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him, and invited him frequently to the 


« houſe. This acquiſition to our ſo- 
* ciety ſeemed a very happy circum- 


ce ſtance for me; I was not only pleaſed 


« with his good ſenſe and amiable man- 


* ners, but it leſſened the impetuoſity 
< of my mother's temper towards me, 


ag ſhe did not like to diſcover it to 


« the world. 


« Melliſh was equally pleaſed with 
& me, as I could be with him, and a 
mutual partiality daily increaſed, In- 
« deed, his firſt appearance prejudiced 
« me in his fayour ; and when I feared 
| % mak - 
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ce mak ing a breach in politeneſs, there 
« were other reaſons much ſtronger 
s for my apprehenſions, which I could 
ci not then foreſee. When Melliſh 
ee had known me long enough to find 
« he could not bear the reflection of 
“ abſence, he ſolicited my hand, with: 
te that energy, and yet that diffidence, 
& which ever accompanies real love. 
« © Alas! Mr. Melliſh,” ſaid I, you 
& do not know what you aſk? I ama 
* poor dependant, upon the ſlender 
© bounty of an unfeeling parent, who 
© may, for aught I know, leave me 
«a. miſerable. penny-leſs wanderer: it 
G. 4. 6e was 
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* was ſome of theſe contemplations I 
© was weeping over when firſt you ſaw 


% me.“ And can that be the lot of 


my lovely Anna!* exclaimed Henry, 
% then am I happier than ever, if 1 
© can extricate her from ſuch an inhu- 
© man wretch! My fortune is not pro- 
« fuſe,” added he, © but it will purchaſe 
« us eaſe and comfort.“ I begged he 
would entreat the conſent of my mo- 


© ther; which ſhe abſolutely refuſed, 


<« by aſking, if we meant to be beg- 
« gars? I have nothing to ſpare,” ſaid 


* ſhe to Henry, at leaſt till my death; 


and that will be a mere trifle ; and 


Jen 


7 
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© you have as little. Indeed, I am 
* not quite ſuch an ideot to conſent to 
my daughter's begging her bread ; 
* therefore I inſiſt on it, Mr. Melliſh, | 
« you do not turn her brain with adu- 
& lation, which is already overcome 
<& with pride.“ This was a reply I ex- 
e pected; but to the tender heart of 
« Henry it was very ſevere indeed. 
* However, he declared, If I would 
© give him my .hand, he would take 
* care 1 ſhould live comfortably; and 
« that his firſt delight would be to re- 
ſcue me from the power of ſuch bar- 
* barity. After much perſuaſion I 
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“ Anna, ſaid ſhe, © had fixed 
ce the day and hour when ſhe meant to 
* elope with Captain Melliſh. I was 
ce with-her on the evening ſhe intended 
c to quit her mother's houſe. While 
© we were waiting in momentary ex- 
« pectation of the carriage, which was 
© to convey her from that hateful 
« dwelling, a meſſenger brought a 
«© letter to the window, and left us- 
c almoſt loſt in aſtoniſhment. . It was 
for ſome time before I had reſolution : 
© to open it: as to poor Anna, her 
„mind was full of a thouſand fore-- 
G.6. „ boding: 
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« boding fears, which proved but too 
ec true. The letter contained theſe 
« words: 


© © Arm yourſelf, my deareſt Anna, 
with all your fortitude; remember, 

the better we bear our trials here, 
© ſo much the higher ſhall we be ex- 
alted in happineſs hereafter. This 

is a leſſon I doubt not your own - 

by gbd ſenſe has long ſince dictated; 

« but there are periods when the wiſeſt 
xc of us ſtand in need of counſel; this, 
* J fear, will be your caſe, The in- 
de ſtant L left you this morning, after 
Ty Our 
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4 our walk, I rode away directly to 
<« give the neceſſary orders ſor the fan · 
© cied happy evening. (Alas! how 
* yain to depend on the next hour's fe- 
&« Jicity!). On my return, I was 
* thrown from my horſe, and received 
< a violent wound in my head. The 
c ſurgeon gives me little hopes of re- 
* covery._ 


- <f T have made you, my lovely Anna, 
ce the ſole miſtreſs of my trifling for- 


© tune; and, if you regard me, in- 
* ſtantly quit that deteſted houſe, The 
gentle Jemima will always be a com- 


6c fort 


- — 
— — — 


— - 1 —— p o — —— — — — 
— — ” O = —— 
2 Og OW — 4 - 
— — —— - — — — - — — * * * 
—— — — —2—é * _ — — a . 
— — — « * — — — — — — — 1 
« » - . — — — — 


— 2 P 2 Js 2 — e 


— 


* 8 — 38 1 
——— TTY » 


— — 


158 THE COTTAGE 


et fort to you; and, though deprived of 
*« your Henry, think yourſelf rich in 
eher friendſhip. What I feel on leav- 

ct ving this world would be nothing, 


&« were I. not to be ſeparated from the 


ce partner of my affections; but, my. 


« Anna, we ſhall meet again in; thoſe 

4e pleſſed regions, where miſery ceaſes 

« for ever! Think on this, and be re- 

te ſigned! The pen trembles in my. 

« fingers, and I muſt write no more! | | 
ec Your faithful 

« HENRY.“ 
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ce Though 1 broke this unhappy 

te event with all the tenderneſs I was. 
t capable of, poor Anna was almoſt 
« frantic with grief. The next day I 
heard the unfortunate Henry was no 
te more. This ſhe readily conjectured... 
& ] recovered her ſo far as to take her 
© home with me, that I might be con- 
ce tinually with her. When her inhu- 
« man mother heard the news, ſhe ex- 
cc preſſed her joy, that now her com- 
ce mands could not be broken; for 
e though ſhe did not know the time was 


4 actually 
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cc actually fixed, yet ſhe had reaſon 
© to believe what were their intentions. 


cc Poor Anna had a moſt dangerous 
cc jlineſs, during which I never left 
< her; and with-conſtant attention ſhe 
© recovered, but was in the moſt de- 
ce jected ſtate ſome months. When 
* ſhe was able, her mother inſiſted on 


« her return, which prolonged her 

ce diſtreſſes. She would have inſtantly 

© Jeft the houſe, but for an affair 

ce which concerned my future fate, and 

«© was not then concluded; of that I 

< will give you the particulars in m 
#: n F . * "us = 
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© fhort narrative. I will only add, in 
« the remainder of this, that, when my 
* cup was filled with misfortune, and 
« we were each of us almoſt overwhel= - 
© med with deſpair, from the villainies 
©« of a ſinful world, we determined to 

© retire from its deceits : could we 
© have known the future, we had 
© eſcaped infinite ſorrows had we left it 
&* many years before! And thus,” ſaid 

Lavinia, © I fincerely hope end the. 
© woes of Miranda.“ 


Mr. Bromley was much affected with 
this relation; and the more ſo, as he 
# | 2 had 


— 
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'' had only received hints before of the 
3 death of his friend, which were now 
too fatally confirmed, 


Alas! who ought,” ſaid Mr. 
Bromley,* to repine at their afflitions? 

te we have all of us our ſhare, and it is 

| e right that it ſhould be ſo, or our ideas 

ce would ſoar no higher than this gro- 

« yeling earth; but, added he, © in 

c all our troubles, there is ſome re- 

te ſource to lighten them. You, moſt 

© amiable Lavinia, have been an in- 

ce ſtrument, in the divine hand, to pro- 

« te& the deſpairing Anna, or ſhe 

Þ © would; 


t 


2 176 ²˙ 
3 2 . 
q F - 
JJ ˙ » 


OF FRIENDSHIP. 163 


© would long ſince have joined her 


« Henry, As the different incidents of 
« your lives have been ſo connected, 
« it is pity the knot ſhould be now ſe- 
« yered, by relating them at ſeparate 
« times; therefore, if the fair Lavi- 
ce nia is not fatigued,” ſaid Mr. Brom- 
ley, © I will ſolicit a continuation of 
«© the hiſtory, with what relates to 
e herſelf.” Lavinia ſaid, * The plea- 
« ſure of obliging him would in ſome 
« degree alleviate the recollection of 
c her ſorrows. Deceit,” ſhe obſerved, 


cc had been the canker worm which had 


he preyed upon her peace if ſuch a 
e tale 


— 
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ce tale could be pleaſing toMr, 1 747800 
* ſhe would endeavour to repeat it,” 


He entreated her to proceed, a he 
ſpoke as follows: 


« My origin,” ſaid Lavinia, © I 
« derive from parents of high family, 


« and ſplendid fortune, who had a 


&« magnificent ſeat in Somerſetſhire ; 
« their names were Wentworth. When 
« I was only two years old, my mother 
died. As they had no other child, [ 
« was a very great favourite. At the 
age of fourtecn 1 vas fo unfortunate 

23 
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* as to loſe my father. He left me 
ec eyery thing his power, and I became 
&« a very rich heireſs. An old friend 
of my father's, of the name of Leſlie, 
ce was appointed my guardian, and I 
« went to reſide with him and his lady. 
© They had one ſon, of my own age, a 
« very handſome boy ; we were con- 
* tinually together, and had conceived 
&« a reciprocal attachment for each 
ce other, which was much encou- 
« raged by my Guardian. Though 
* young Auguſtus had but a flender 
“income, yet, as mine was large, it 
* was no objection with me; true love, 
60 as 
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* as mine really was, looks on gold as 
& a ſecondary confideration. It was 
te determined, when we came of age, we 
< were to be united. I had no thoughts 
e beyond my Auguſtus and he ap- 
< peared equally ſincere ; bur, alas ! 
eit was only the ſhadow, perfect in 
« its form, but a phantom in reality. 
„When I came of age, every thing 
“ was preparing for our nuptials; but 
40 my Guardian was ſeized with a fit, and 
© expired immediately. This melan- 
& choly event prolonged the ceremony 
« for ſome time. But when every 
« thing was ſettled relatiye to our wed- 
_ ding, 
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ding, and the day was fixed, Au- 
« guſtus ſaid, © He muſt go out, for 
& a ſhort time, before it took place; 

c hut would return the evening pre- 
& ceding our marriage.” After taking 
e the moſt affectionate farewell, he de- 
we parted ; but, when the time came for 
“ his return, no lover appeared. The 
*« morning arrived, but without my 

0 Auguſtus; and judge my aſtoniſn- 


& ment, when J found his mother had 

ce alſo decamped in the night, and I 
was left with only ſervants in the 

c houſe, who were all (except one 
| © who accompanied her) equally igno- 
< rant 
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© rant of her departure. I inſtantly 
&© conjectured there muſt be ſome vil- 
«© jainy; but little imagined the black- 
© neſs of its hue. I diſpatched meſſen- 
< gers every where I could poffibly 
b think of; and at length the only 
80 tidings I could learn were, that a 
ce perſon of Leſlie's deſcription had ſet 
« off from town that morning, in a 
e chaife and four, with a very hand- 
e ſome young woman, I was almoſt 
&« overpowered with conſternation; I 
* could not feel that delicate melan- 
s choly which preys upon our more 
:* refined ſenſations; mine was a mix- 
„ ture. 
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« ture of horror and violent agitation, 
« Poor Anna came to comfort me, 
* when ſhe ſtood in need of conſolation 
« herſelf, and was too weak to bear 


e another ſhock, without conſiderably 
e injuring her tender frame.“ 


Mr. Bromley was thunderſt ruck at 
this recital: © And can there,” fatd 
he, © be ſuch wretches exiſting! I 


had hoped the world was not quite ſo 


« depraved.” 


Oh,“ ſaid Lavinia, © had his vil- 
oy : ivy ended here, it would have been 
H my wel 
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* yell, but it was far worſe; he 
& had recourſe to forgery, and carried 
« off all my money, except one thou- 
&* ſand pounds, which he had the hu- 
& manity to leave, to fave me fromwant; 
« and for that I thank him, the miſery 

will be upon his own head. I can 

" live comfortably without riches, and 
4e am contented, though deprived of 

cc them; but have we not, Mr. Brom- 
© ley, had a ſufficient trial of the 

4c world, to be weary of 1 it?” 


Mr. Bromley was almoſt overcome 


with rage at 'this account. He aſked 
3 Lavinia, 
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Lavinia, If the had heard of Leſlie 


. fince?” 


She ſaid, © She had not, and fin- 
<c cerely wiſhed ſhe never might. After 
© theſe diſtreſſes,” obſerved Lavinia, 
ce you cannot wonder at our defire to 
ce refign all future converſe with ſociety. 
c © Anna was well provid ed for by Henry, 
ce and my little remnant added to 
60 it, we went in purſuit of ſome ſpot, 
« where we might: end our days in har · 


| © mony ; and after many ſought in vain, 
«ye were at laſt thus amply recom- 
E penced for all our troubles, by ob- 


H 2 „ taining 


_- 
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*< taining permiſſion to ere& a Cottage 
< in this delightful place. Here we 
4e have remained unmoleſted and un- 
66 heard-of by the world, till happily 
40 for us you chanced upon our abode. 
« We took the names we now bear 
£ that we might not be diſcovered. 
% Anna was in great dread of being 
ce found by her mother, who we heard 
« made many reſearches when ſhe 
< knew we were gone. She had left 
c home ſome time to be with me, 
ce therefore the evening preceding wor 
© departure ſhe wrote this Letter to 
& her mother, which I will read to you: 
| Much 


WP 
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Much honoured Madam, 
« Will you believe me ſincere, when: 
„J declare, it is not without many 


. pangs I: quit my native dwelling. 


ec To- morrow I ſhall bid adieu to this 


„country, perhaps for ever! It is im- 
poſſible for me to forget paſt affficti- 
« ons, in a ſpot where every object, 
c every walk, and each hill or vale, 
« continually renews them. Rather 
« than follow me to the tomb, I am 
« certain, my, honoured mother would 
* glad] y ſuffer me to leave a ſcene, 
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& which is daily the cauſe of never-cea= 
© {ing woe, and in the end muſt bring 
6 on a total decay. My dear Jemima 
« has alſo drank deeply of the poiſonous 
* draughts of adverſity; and we mean 


& to paſs the remainder of our lives, 


© ſecluded from the world, in ſome = 
© tired Cottage. To bid adieu to a 


« parent is a bitter thought; but, alas! 
e your Anna has failed to deſerve that 
< affection which would have been to 


her ſo great a bleſſing; therefore ſhe 


& will no longer wound your peace 


*uith the ſociety of an undutiful child. 
0 Will you indulge me, my revered 


£« mother, 
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mother, with one embrace before we 
4 ſeparate, perhaps for ever? If not, 
66 I ſhall never omit to pray for your 
& laſting happineſs. And may your 
c Other children prove a continual 
* ſource of comfort to you, and be 
5 more deſerving your regard, than 
* your affectionate and unfortunate 

| | % ANNA ! 


© Though ſo tenderly penned,” ſaid 
Lavinia, © ſhe never replied to it; nor 
& would ſhe conſent to an interview with 
« Anna. She has often had the means 
of hearing of her, by an honeſt old 
K 4 * woman 


2 


* now enjoy!“ 
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* woman in the village; and our Let - 
ec ters,” . ſaid Lavinia, which are 
« yery few, are left for us at the 
© houſe of Lucinda's mother; but 
« lately the old woman is dead, and 
« we have not heard of Anna's mother 
for ſome time.” 


Mr. Bromley was deeply touched 
with | theſe melancholy narrations. 
« May heaven,” ſaid he, © bleſs your 
future days with ſuch content as you 


Miranda, 
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Miranda, who had been amuſing. 
herſelf with her guittar, now entered. 


Well, Mr. Bromley,” faid ſhe, 
do not you think we hare cauſe to 
« deteſt che world?” He repeated his 
obſervations, and added, „That he 
© hoped, they ſhould make each other 
happy, for the remainder. of their 


* exiſtence.” 


| Miranda. ſaid, 4 Her onhy prefiine' 
. anxiety was for her brother, whom 
©ſhe had never heard of finee he failed. 
„But Hope,” exclaimed Miranda, 
Hs: that 
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+: that balm to ane depreſſed heart, 
© leads me to imagine] ſhall again be- 
© hold him.“ Mr. Bromley ſoon be- 
came perfectly ſettled in his new 
abode; and every thing wore the 
aſpect of that ſerenity which true 
virtue can alone inſpire. Mr. Brom- 
ley generally amuſed the ladies by 
reading while they worked, and their 
evenings were ſpent in walking. One 
morning Miranda begged to make an 
obſervation before he began his daily 
entertainment: We are now,” ſaid 
ſhe, very tranquil and compoſed, 


2 * Heaven only knows the fate o 
15 _ tO 
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ce to-morrow; therefore let us uſe the 
ce time allotted us in doing all we can, 
ee which may contribute to the happi- 
< neſs of others; ſuppoſe then we: 
ic haſten the wedding of Edwin and 
&« Lucinda ; we will, if pleaſing to my 
* worthy friends, walk to the houſe ; 
* of Lucinda's parents, and if they will 

0 conſent to the union, it ſhall immedi- 
ce ately take place; - we have already 
ce the permiſſion of Edwin's Father.“ 


Lavinia and Mr, Bromley were much 
delighted with the propoſal; and as 
H 6 „ ſoon 
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ſoon as the evening approached, they 
bent their ſteps to the hamlet. 


It was a neat little dwelling, and the 
moſt romantic but homely Cottage. 
The good old Dorcas was ſpinning at 
the door; in the window by her lay a 
bible, a ↄpectacle-caſe, and an hour- 
glaſs ; cloſe to the embers ſat a grave 
old muſing cat, purring icſelf to ſleep, 
while its friſky kitten was playing with 
the good old woman's pincuſhion. 
Every thing was arranged with the ut- 
moſt neatneſs; and the old china relics 
of anceſtry were placed in the exacteſt 
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form. A little village cur announced 
their arrival, and when the honeſt old 
woman ſaw them coming, ſo great was 
her joy, that in her hurry ſhe overſet 
her wheek 


Heaven bleſs theſe dear Ladies“ 
ſaid ſhe, © they: are ſo good that the: 
« fight of em makes my old heart 
dance. When ſhe ſaw a ſtranger: 
te was cautious: of ſpeaking ; but 
Lavinia informed her that Mr. Bromley: 
was a particular friend, and lenew their 
Whole hiſtories; therefore Dorcas pro- 
eeeded in her encomiums without heſi- 

| tation. 
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tation. Ah, Sir! !” ſaid ſhe, © you 


i are a happy man to: be among ſuch 


« dear ladies; if it had not been for 
« them, we ſhould have been ſtarved: 
« When my poor old man lay at 


c Death's door, they cured: him; and 
< they pays our rent for us every year. 


e When my ſweet little Rachael and 


e Polly died, they buried em; and 


t ſuch pretty buryings you never ſee; 
c and they took our Lucy, and have 


made her what ſhe is; every. * 


2 loves 'em.“ 
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She was going on at this rate, and 
would: probably have talked for an 
hour or. two more (for when gratitude: 
enters. the door of poverty, it is of the 
pureſt kind), but Miranda interrupted 

her by aſking, If ſne would agree to 
c her daughter's marriage.” « Ah!. 

Madam, ſaid the, you little. | 

knows what miſeries we poor folks. 
& {uffer-; you had better perſuade her 
*« off on't.” When Miranda told her 
ſhe ſhould live with her, and ſhe would 
provide for her and Edwin too, the 
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184. 
overcome by her tears could only 
thank her in fllence. She ran and 
called her huſband, who was digging 
in his garden. He was equally over- 
joyed and grateful as his wife. God 
pleſs you! ꝰ ſaidthe old man, you 
'* makes every body happy about you; 
now when 47 is well ſettled, 1 thall' 

die contented. my 7 | 
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Miranda having obtained the con- 
ſent ſhe wiſhed, propoſed their returns. 
but the good' old pair faid they fliould' 
have ſomewhat. to eat and drink; and 
w_ fetched a bottle of grape wine, 

which 
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which Miranda had ſent them a few 


days before, and a plate of ſtrawber- 
ries and cherries. As they returned: 


home they paſſed ſeveral other cottages; 


and Mr. Bromley was much aſtoniſhed, 
to ſee that not even a little child would 


let them paſs unnoticed; ſome beo 


fruit; others bouquets of flowers; inc 
tort, every one ſcemed to look o 


them as angelic beings. 


When Lueinda heard ſhe might be 
united to her Edwin, ſhe wept for joy: 
ſhe ſung, and was impatient til her 
lover could partake the happy tidings. 
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It was determined that the amiable 
friends ſhould attend the ceremony, as 
Miranda and Lavinia were the ſole pre- 


ſidents over the ſcene of rural feſtivity. 
Lucinda was habited as a ſhepherdeſs, 


in a white jacket with a ſmall hat, or- 
namented with a wreath of roſes and. 


Jaſmine. Edwin was attired as a ſhep- 3 


herd, with a garland of natural flowers 
acroſs his jacket, Six little girls in 
White led the way, and ftrewed their 
path with flowers. Lucinda was the 


picture of innocence and modeſty, and 
Edwin was. the handſomeſt ſhepherd of 
the fields. The good old parents at- 


tended: 
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tended their beauteous offspring, and 
with heart- felt pleaſure. and delight 


looked back to that day which was | 
now renewed in their beloved children. 


Miranda and Lavinia could not forbear 
ſhedding ſome drops of ſorrow during 
the ceremony; not only the ſolemnity 


affected them, but a train of melan · | 


choly reflections would intrude upon 
their imaginations. Mr. Bromley too 
remembered that happy day when he 
ſaw the lovely juliana bluſhing by his 
ſide, and an unbidden tear trickled 
down his manly cheek: however, the 


exquiſite bliſs of beſtowing happineſs 


in 
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in fome meaſure chaſed away the oPp*- 
preſſion they woultt otherwiſe have felt. 


Miranda ordered a ruſtie repaſt to 
be prepared at Dorcas's cottage, to 
which. the happy couple and their at- 
tendants repaired, after they quitted' 
the church, and in the evening Mi. 
randa promiſed: to come, and be a 
ſpectator of their mirth. All Eucin-- 
da's village friends were to be preſeat:; 
and they were to have a rural dance 
upon the green. It was agreed that 
Lucinda and her Edwin ſhould conti- 


nue to reſide at the Cottage of Friend- 


ſhip. 
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ſhip, and follow the ſame employment 
they had done before. The amiable 
friends felt impatient, till they were at 
the hamlet, to partake of this feſtive 
ſcene, and early in the evening they 
departed to the happy ſpot. The 
ſound of the tabor and pipe ſoon con- 
vinced them the dance was began. 
Every one appeared in extaſy; the old 
couples ſat ſmiling beneath the ſhade 
of an ancient oak, and fancied them- 


elves young again in their children. 
In honour of the Bride, the village 
nymphs and ſwains wore the habit of 
a ſhepherd and ſhepherdeſs, and it 

Was 
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was the moſt enchanting ſcene of plea- 
ſure without allay (at leaſt ſo the lovely 
ſiſters hoped); but as Miranda was ob- 
ſerving each object around her, ſhe 
ſaw a female figure ſitting in a penſive 
manner upon the graſs, at ſome diſtance 
from the reſt of the company. This 
excited the curioſity of Mr. Bromley 
and his fair friends, as ſhe appeared to 
have come there to celebrate the day, 
but could not join in the univerſal joy. 
They enquired of the Shepherds, who 
me was? Oh” they anſwered, ** it 
. was only Lucy, who had come there, 
and now would not dance with 
15 them.“ 
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« them.“ Miranda aſked, ** What her 
10 name was beſides Lucy ?” They ſaid, 
« Nobody knew.” Perhaps, Madam,” 
ſaid Lucinda, “ if you ſpeak to her, 
« ſhe will tell you; but ſhe won't let 
© us know who ſhe is. The woman 
40 ſhe lived with is juſt dead, and 1 
ce believe ſhe you for her, and 1s 
5 5 9 now.“ 


This account excited the curioſity of 
the ſiſters and Mr. Bromley; and they 
determined to ſpeak to her. It was 
agreed that Lavinia and Mr. Bromley 
ſhould retire; while Miranda endea- 

- youred 
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voured to diſcover, the hiſtory of this 
penſive mourner. She ſeemed very in- 
tently looking at ſomething; therefore 
Miranda paſſed gently behind her, 
that ſhe might find out what it was. As 
ſhe knew of no one being near her, ſhe 
held a picture, and pronounced theſe 
words: © And muſt you too be taken 
e from me; alas! I will ſooner ſtarve 
than part from the only bl ng 1 now 
© enjoy, the picture of my long-loſt 
4e parent.” 


Miranda 


* 
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Miranda approached her, and in 
the tendereſt accents begged to know, 
« Why ſhe did not join in the general 
one. 


She ſtarted at being thus ac- 
coſted, and roſe to anſwer Miranda. 
„Oh, Madam!” faid ſhe, * was 
* you acquainted with my misfortunes, 
« you would not be aſtoniſhed at my 
«© melancholy ; but I know your good- 
e neſs, and therefore you ſhall hear 
ce the cauſe: of my ſorrows. When 
very young, I was taken away from 

I my 
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40 my parents by Gypſies. With them 
ec I wandered about, till a good woman, 
« at whoſe houſe we were begging, 
cc ſeeing I was not one of their race, 
«© bought me of them through pity. 
& She had no child, and was a widow. 
« She kept a little ſhop, and we lived 


« very comfortably till about a month 


0 ago, when ſhe died. As ſhe left 
4 nothing but her furniture, I am obli- 
C ged to ſell that to pay the rent; and 
« when the trifling overplus is gone, 
“Heaven knows what will become of 
« me! This picture,“ ſaid the, © was 


© about my neck when I was taken 


7 - © away) 
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« away, and they had the humanity to 


< leave it me; but, ſhould I be obliged 


« to ſell my dear mother's gift for ſub- 
& ſiſtence, it would be death to me 
« indeed.” 


Miranda aſked her, If ſhe had 
* made any enquiries after her father 
« and mother ?” She ſaid, © Yes, but 
* without effect; and ſhe was too 
ce young, when taken away, to recol- 
& le the place of her nativity, or any 
ce circumſtance till the time of her 
« being releaſed ont of the hands of 
© the Gypſies, What ſhe knew was 

Foy Iz = 


| 4 
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&« from the good woman with whom ſhe 
« lived; and the picture ſhe imagined 
ce muſt have been her mother's, which 
&led her to ſuppoſe ſhe was the daugh- 
6 ter of genteel parents.“ 


Miranda no longer doubted, that 
this muſt be the long-loſt child of 
Mr. Bromley. After having opened 
the approaching happineſs in the moſt 
delicate manner to the fair Louiſa (for 
ſhe was almoſt certain this was the 
daughter Mr. Bromley had mourned 
for), ſhe took the picture to him. The 
inſtant he beheld it, be exclaimed, © It 
© IM | To * ig 
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a is my Juliana herſelf! ſhe lives again 
« jn this picture; and that is my lovely 
« Loviſa let me fly to her embraces!” 


Such of my readers as are endowed 
with all the genuine ſoul of ſenſibility 
and true ſympathy, will alone be the 
proper judges of ſuch a ſcene of pa- 
rental - and filial affection, What a 
luxuripus moment then for the amiable 
ſiſters; ſo capable as were their fee- 
lings to taſte the ſweet and bitter por- 
tions this life is continually ſubject to! 


| RY. 2 When 


2 
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When the firſt e ffuſions of bliſs were 


over, Mr. Bromley turning to Miranda 
and Lavinia, ſaid, May I, moſt 


te angelic of women, commit this long- 
© Joſt treaſure to your care? If ſhe is 
© like her dear mother, ſhe will be an 
* acquiſition to you; but, if otherwiſe, 
e ſhe ſhall not ruffle the ſerenity of 
« the happy Cottage. She has had no 
« tender mother to lead her from the 
ec mazy road of vice, nor a father's 
& jnſt ruction to bid her follow the foot- 
« Keps of her virtuous mother; but, 
c when the ſoil is good, the flower ge- 
| “ nerally 
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ee. nerally bloſſoms in perfection; and 
* may this be the caſe with N 


« Louiſa !“ 


Miranda and Lavinia expreſſed inſi - 
nite happineſs in the additional ſociety 
of Louiſa; and to ſee Mr. Bromley ſo 
unexpectedly bleſſed, was a greater 

pleaſure than they had aſpired to hope 
for in this life. 


Louiſa, almoſt overcome with rap - 
ture and aſtoniſhmeat, thus exclaimed, 
© Who ought to repine at their fate, 
« while we have ſo good, ſo indulgent 

1 1 
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«a preſerver! When I fancied my- 
e ſeif on the brink of deſpair, the 
© mercy of Providence has ſeated me in 
« the midſt of every comfort! How 
e jnfinitely do I reproach myſelf for 
© not having placed more confidence 
« jn that Divine Power whonever for- 
te ſakes his ſervants in affliction! But,” 
ſaid Loviſa, © I have ſtill another deſire 
«© ungratified, which is to ſee my poor 
„mother: what pangs muſt ſhe have 
« fuffered on my account!“ 


% Alas!” ſaid Mr. Bromley, « to 
* meet her, my dear child, is a delight 
| C6 you 
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e you muſt never expect to enjoy hre 
ce below; ſhe is long fince departed to » 
* better regions.” (He forbore to tell 
the cauſe of her death, leſt it might - 
hurt the mind of his daughter). This 
inform ation grieved the tender heart of 
Louiſa, and ſhe wept: however, reco- 
vering herſelf, ſhe ſaid, © She ought 
« not to complain, ſince ſhe had ſo. - 
much treaſure left her upon earth.“ 
When the ruſtic cottagers heard this 
happy event, they ſung, they danced, .. 
with increaſing alacrity, and another-- 


tabor was found to celebrate the Joyfal-: 
I 5 tidings, 3 
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tidings, till the ſhades of night ſum- 
moned them to repoſe, when the lovely 
ſiſters and their friends proceeded to 


the peaceful Cottage. 


% Now,” ſaid Mr. Bromley to Lou- 


'ifa, © think yourſelf the moſt fortunate 
of women; you will be ſurrounded 


ce by the Virtues and the Graces, ac- 
* companied with every beauty nature 
© can give to the ſpot around you. 


„Here dwells Content unſullied by am- 
« bition; and Friendſhip untinctured 


« ith deceit.” 


Louiſa 
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Louiſa expreſſed the moſt lively gra- 
titude on the admiſſion to ſo deſireable 
an abode; and ſaid, “ ſhe hoped to 
profit by the good examples before 
ce her, liſten to their precepts, and in 
the end be deſerving fo much kind- 


« nels. 


Mr. Bromley ſettled every thing 
which related to the friend Louiſa had 
loſt, and attired her like the fair ſiſters. 
She had a fine melancholy countenance 
and an elegant figure. Mr. Bromley 


ſaid ſhe much reſembled her mother. 
18 Louiſa 
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Louiſa was greatly pleaſed with the 
Cottage ; and, as every thing was again 
tranquil, they amuſed Louiſa with 
ſhewing her all the natural beauties of 
the wood. One day when Miranda 
and Lavinia were alone, they remarked, 
that there was ſtill a cloud upon the 
brow of their young friend; but they 
fancied it might proceed from the loſs 
of the good woman with whom ſhe li- 
ved, therefore took no further notice 


of it, till one evening, Miranda going 


haſtily into Louiſa's apartment, found 
her in tears. She immediately deſired 


to 
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to know the cauſe; but Louiſa conti- 


nued weeping, and gave her no anſwer. 


« My deareſt girl,” ſaid Miranda,“ I 
e entreat you to inform me what it is 
ce that diſtreſſes you? Your happineſs 
« js mine, and I cannot be ſerene till 
* you are ſo likewiſe.” © Then,” ſaid | 


Louiſa, © it would be facrilege to di- 


* ſturb ſuch heavenly repoſe; and I 


« will inſtantly relate the cauſe of my 
& affliction. While I was one day in 
© the ſhop of the good widow with 
«© whom I lived, there entered a hand- 
„ ſome young man in a naval uniform. 
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“ He purchaſed ſome ti ifle, and went 
« away; but he was continually calling 


© on ſome pretended occaſion; and 
% after many viſits, he declared hin- 


« ſelf my lover, I was perticularly 
« ſtruck with the ſmartneſs of his ap- 


11 pearance, which with a young mind 
« is a primary conſideration, and T 
ce returned his regard. He told me his 
&« ſole income was what he received 
* from his profeſhon; and I having no 
6e fortune, we thought it proper to 
ce defer our marriage till ſomething ad- 
« yantageous might happen; our love 


© we could not at any rate reſign, that 


« was 
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© was immoveable. One unfortunate 
ce day, when J expected to ſee my Fre- 
ce derick, I received a letter which 


& contained this diſtreſſing news: 


« © My deareſt life, 
« How will you bear the melancholy 
« recital ! When I left you yeſterday, 
« I was cruelly ſeized and thrown into 
& priſon, for a debt which 1 have been 


« ſecurity for, for. a mother, who 
c hardly deſerves that name. Had 1 


e not loſt a large ſum in my paſſage, 
&« could have paid it; but now, when 


& I ſhall be extricated, Heaven only 
knows. 
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* knows, Comfort yourſelf, my 
« deareſt Lucy, with the hope of better 
© days; and, believe me, no time can 
« eraſe you from the memory of 
« Your faithful 
| © FREDERIC,” 


© This; Madam,” ſaid Louiſa, © is 
© the cauſe of my tears; and a heart 


« like yours can judge of my feelings.“ 


There was a ſomething in this letter, 


which particularly ſtruck Miranda, and 
ſhe felt a cold chill overſpread © her 

whole frame; however, recovering her- 

ſelf, ſhe ran to Mr. Bromley with the 
un- 
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unfortunate ſtory of Louiſa, He was 
much ſurprized and affected, but pro- 
miſed to relieve his daughter from 
this diſtreſs, by paying the debt, and 
releaſing Louiſa's lover. No pen can 
deſcribe the extaſy ſhe was in at this 
declaration, She knelt down to thank 
the Almighty for his goodneſs, and 
embraced her father with the tendereſt 
love, for his exquiſite kindneſs to her. 
He inſtantly wrote a letter, and inclo- 
ſed the money; but, when he aſked 
her lover's name, what a diſcovery did 
he make! it was Miranda's brother! 
She had only hoped before that it 
Ms N might 


* 
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might be ſo, but now ſhe was convin- 
ced. Extreme Joy for ſome minutes 
deadened every ſenſation ; but, when a 
milder calm enſued, never was a ſcene 
of greater happineſs, or natures more 


calculated to enjoy it. 


In a few days the much-loved Fre- 
derick arrived at the Cottage. This- 
rendered-the tranſports of joy perfectly 
complete; and to find his ſiſter in ſuch 
a happy abode was what he ſo little 
expected, that he was loſt in amaze- 
ment and wonder. His Louiſa too 
greeted him with the moſt lively rap- 

tures, 
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tures, and they were many days in re- 
lating each other's hiſtories, which were 
ſo truly amiable, that, like the bloſſoms 
in ſpring, ſome new beauty daily ex- 
panded itſelf to the view. Miranda's 
brother obſerved, © T hat the events of 
« his life were few and unintereſting, 
« as moſt of his years had been ſpent on 
ce the ſea; but, a few days after his ar- 
« rival chancing to paſs by the houſe of 
« Louiſa's friend, he accidentally went 
ce jn, and returned a captive faſt linked 
« in the roſy fetters of the ſincereſt 
love.“ He told Miranda, bx Their 5 


© mother had ſpent every thing; and 
| © that 
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te that ſeveral of her ſecond cnildren 
te had treated her in the moſt inhuman 
* manner.” Miranda was much hurt 
at this information, and determined to 
relieve her, 


When Frederick found Louiſa had 
diſcovered her real parents, and had 
taken her proper name, he ſtill conti- 
nued to love her as fervently as before, 
and repeated his thanks to Mr. Brom- 
ley, for the fayour he had ſhewn him; 


but poor, and diſgraced by a priſon, 5 


he dared not ſolicit the hand of the 
beauteous Louiſa, Mr. Bromley's pe- 
netrating 
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netrating eye ſaw this with admiration, 
and he deſired Louiſa and Frederick 
would attend him at the Hermitage, 
where he thus addreſſed them : 


« My children” ſaid he, © for as 
« ſuch I regard you both, may you 
cc ever be happy in each other! Take, 
c Frederick, the hand of Louiſa, which 
wo your worthy diffidence has debarred 
60 you from ſoliciting; make her what 
« ſhe deſerves to be, a happy woman. 
And do you, my daughter, ſtudy 
© the duties you owe your huſband, 
&« ſo will your days glide ſmoothly on. 

« (by 
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6 (by the bleſſing of as till old 
age cloſes the ſcene of mortality. 
* Be not, my Louiſa, led away by 
ce the vanities of an inſipid world, 
© which in the eye of virtue melt away 
* like the ſnow before the morning 
& ſun-beam; and if you have children, 
© train them up in that wiſe path you 
„ have walked in, ſo will they have 
4 cauſe to bleſs you as long as they 
© live. I have a ſufficient fortune to 


« make yours an ample one; you ſhall 
cc reſide at the Grove, which I will 
< order to be improved and enlarged. 


« It was once the happieſt abode to 
cc your 
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< your father; may you enjoy a longer 
* continuance of uninterrupted tran- 
66 quillity there than he did! To ſee 
this deſire gratified will ſoften the 
„ pangs of paſt ſorrows ; and he will 


make his exit in peace.“ = 4 


Tears of gratitude and joy were the 
only thanks they could beſtow, for the 
generoſity of this excellent man, who, 
like all benevolent minds, inſtantly re- 
tired, that he might not put them to 
the trouble of numberleſs unneceſſary 


acknowledgements they were anxious 


to pronounce, 


Mr. 
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Mr. Bromley returned to the ſiſters, 
and when he told them how happy he 
had made the lovers, they both ex- 
claimed, What unexampled virtue, 
" goodneſs, and affetion! How rich 
* are we in ſuch a friend!” Scarcely had 
they finiſhed ſpeaking, when in ran 
the lovers, almoſt breathleſs, to inform 
Miranda and Lavinia of their happy 
fortune. When they ſaw Mr. Brom- 
"ley, they knelt down, and thanked him 
in the moſt grateful manner, for his 
infinite goodneſs to them; and ſaid, 


They 
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4 They would do all in their power to 
deſerve ſo indulgent a parent.“ 


Mr. Bromley obſerved, ©* He muſt 
go for a few days to the Grove, to 
« give proper directions for the al- 
« terations there, and paſs ſome hours 
devoted to the memory of his lovely 
be Juliana; and as the marriage of Lou- 
4 iſa could not be properly ſolemnized 
ill every thing was ready to receive 

“them, he faid, * he would loſe no 
<« time in having the houſe prepared.” 
And the next morning Mr, Bromley 
ſet off to the Grove. Though his 
1 abſence 
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Abſctice would de very ſhort, yet 
every one wept at his departure, 
and entreated his ſpeedy return. His 
fociety was a loſs deeply felt by the 
whole circle, but by none fo mueh as. 
the amiable friends. The lovers were 
both very young, and could amuſe 

| themifelves with Tambling round the 
wood, -and obferving every beauty. 
They were truly virttrous and ſincete:; 
dut few hearts are poſſeſſed of that 
exquiſite fenffbility which adorned 
the minds, of the lovely Miranda and 
Lavinia. White they were one day 
together, and the happy lovers were 
* _ 


CY 
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walking in the wood, Miranda ſaid, 
New, my dear Lavinia, I will 
ce thew you 2a letter I have written 

* my poor - unhappy mother. I hear 
ce ſhe is diſtreſſed, and it is my duty 
c to comfort and ſupport her in adyer- 

4% ſity.“ Miranda read thus. 
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e My dear and much honoured 

„ Mother, 1 bit 

ce Do you imagine, becauſe abſent, 
2 your Anna has forgotten you, or 
«ever omits to enquire your fate? no, 
ct my dear madam, the firſt care ſhe 
6c has had ſince ſhe quitted you, has 
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ic been to learn if you continued happy. 
7 1 he laſt accaunts were ſo -me- 
ce lancholy, that I am ſincerely af- 
e fected with your misfortunes : but 
ce what.is pity, without we can afford 
& more material relief? That is hap- 
.« pily in .my power, and I -encloſe 
ct. you a hundred pounds; if it will be 
5c acceptable, your. Anna is recompen- 
« ced. I have the ſatisfaction to tell 


cc Jou, | my brother is with ns, in a 
little rural Cottage, where we have 
e qwelt in peace and harmony ſince 
cc we took our leave of a tumultuous 
„world. He has left the ſea, and 
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will very ſoon be united to a moſt+ 
lovely woman. Frederick is amply. 
„provided for by her father. 
Adieu f my; deareſt madamy 
«Your dutiful daughter: 
ta 06 Anna Maria WATERS.” 


When Miranda had fulfilled this 
duty, ſhe felt a certain chearfulneſs - 
which ever accompanies a good action. 
The day now arrived which was to 
gratify them with another ſight of the 
worthy Mr. Bromley, - and they all 
walked to the extremity of the wood 
to meet him. When he approached, , 
15 K. 3. each 
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each face wore the ſmile of the 
greateſt delight, He informed them, 
« He had made every neceſſary prepa · 
4 ration for-the happy event; and in a 

« few months the Grove would be ready 
er to receive Louiſa and her Frederick. 


Many days paſſed on in the ſereneſt 
manner, with no new incident to che · 
quer the worthy: Cottagers repoſe, 
til} oue morning; when Mr. Bromley” 
was ſitting alone, Eucinda ran in to 
tell him, There was a poor man aẽ— 
the door aſking: charity. Mr. 


W was much Iirprized,: and 
nacher 
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rather alarmed, as it was, ſo unuſual 
far them to. ſee a ſtran ger in their reti - 
redabodes- When Mr. Bromley. appea- 
req, the petitioner accoſted him with the 
utmoſt reverence. He was habited. 
neatly, but very plain, and had the. 
manners of a gentleman. Juſt; as he. 
began ta relate his misfortunes, Lavi- 
ma and; Miranda were returning from 
a walk. When Lavinia beheld. the. 
countenance of the petitioner, it would 
be difficult ta pronounce which was the 
maſt agitated and confuſed, the lovely: 
fiſter or the humble ſtranger. They: 
were both ſtruck. motionleſs. for ſome 
K4 minutes 


224 


THE COTTAGE 


minutes. Atlength Lavinia exclaimed; 
« Defend me,” my dear friends, 
« from a wretch who has robbed me 
s of that peace which none but my Mi. 
& randa could have reſtored: me,” Mi- 
randa inſtantly knew it was the former 
pretended lover of Laviniaz and' ſhe ; 
intreated Mr, Bromley to take him to- 
the Hermitage till Lavinia was a little 
compoſed. | 


W hen he was gone from her ſight, 
ſhe grew more ſerene, © Alas!” ſaid 
ſhe, © my dear Miranda, who then 
F can be happy, if even our retired 

C Cots. 


* 
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Cottage cannot eſcape theſe intruſi- 
c ons? I have long ſince forgiven his 
* crimes; but to ſee him again; is too 
« oreat a puniſhment.” Miranda beg- 
ged, « ſhe would reflect that ſome good 
ce always attended each apparent ill; 
« and ſhe felt convinced this would « 
«prove ſo in the end. | 


The next morning Mr. Bromley en 


treated permiſſion to ſpeak to Lavinia. 
She inſtantly came to him. “ Moſt * 
« amiable fair: one, ſaid he; & will 
you liſten a few minutes to the re- 
*«queft-I think your extreme goodnefs © 

| Kc; „ gills: 
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. *-will comply with. The unhappy 
« L.eflie is wretched till you promiſe him 
« your free pardon for his former 
« crimes; and would you but ſee him 
ec and permit him to vindicate himſelf, 
« jt will be the laſt favour he will ſo- 
s heit at your hands.“ 


— 


f it is your deſire, Mr. Bromley,” 

| ſaid Lavinia, & | will certainly ſubmit 
t to an interview with that unfortunate 

© man; but it will renew the ſevereſt 

S pangs in my boſom.” 


* Suſpenee, 
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_ « Suſpence, my dear. ſiſter,” ſaid 
Miranda, © is worſe than the greateſt 
v affliction 3 therefore,” ſee him in- 

6 ftantly.” Lavinia underwent many 
ſtruggles, but at laſt ſhe conſenteda» - 


When ſhe entered, it was with difft- 

_ evlty' Mr. LEeflic fupported himſelf 

from falling, and ſeveral minutes before 
he could utter a ſyllable. After many 
repeated efforts, he faid, © What muſt. 

«© my ever dear Jemime think of my 

_ © boldneſs, to appear before her whem * 

Lx have fo greatly injured; but | trait, 

K 6-- ce when 


1 
7 


1128 8 THE COTTAGE | 


. © when ſhe knows the villainy 1 was 


© linked with, it will in ſome degree 


E - palliate my offence. When firſt I 


* addreſſed you, moſt lovely Jemima, 
my heart was pure, and regarded no 


other object; but, unluckily for me, 


46 met with one of thoſe deteſtable 
© women, who are made up of every 


e vice. She was beautiful, and by all 


« thoſe. inſinuating arts they well. 
* know how to uſe, led me ſo far from 


© the paths of virtue that I. was loſt in 


«© the mazes of wickedneſs. She en- 


1 ſhared my foot-ſteps, and, like a 
« bird that is caught in the net of the 
| « fowler, 
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. be, fowler, the more I. endeavoured ta 
cc extricate myſelf, the more was I en- 
cc tangled. She perſuaded me to take 
ce away the fortune of the lovely Je- 
cc -mima, and, to depart with her. I 
ce too readily camplied.with, her deſire. 
« We immediately ſet. of to Paris,, 
© where we had no ſooner. arrived, 
ce than ſhe ſaid, © If I would not marry, 
c her, ſhe would have me confined. 
< for the robbery I had committed.” 
« Judge what a ſituation I was in! to. 


« ſave my own life, I agreed to this 


cc yretch's defires. We. lived ſome. 
| 66 time abroad ; but when her extravar | 
hos gance 
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6 gance had nearly conſumed our ill. 
e gotten wealth, ſhe left me with two 
“ helpleſs infants, almoſt deſtitute of 
| ce ſupport for, in her turn, ſhe rob - 
bed me of all the ready money ſhe 
could find. What a ſcene of diſtreſs 
vas IJ expoſed to! and, what is worſe 
a than all, the-terrors of an evil con- 
„ ſcience! I thought it vain to ſtay 
2 longer i in a foreign country; there 
& fore returned to England, in hopes of 

C finding my poor mother, and ob- 
taining her 1 4 for the innocent 
ee babes; but, alas! to add to my 


4 { misfortunes, my ill behaviour had 
« ſhort- 
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© ſhortened her days! 1 heard in 
e Town, that, the evening before my 
* departure abroad, ſhe had ſome in · 
4 telligence of my villainy, and: ſer off 
in the night, to / prevent it; but ſhe 
I was too late. The ſhock overpow- 

& ered her fo much, that ſhe had 
_ «. ſacceſſiye fits till the moment of her 

« death, which happened three days 
« after my departure. FE have been 


roaming about ever ſince, wholly 


* ſupported with the hand of charity; 
« and by accident, and my happier” 
© fortune, have found the peacefut 


44 * dwelling of my adored Jemima. 
Though 
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Though F-muſt- ever :be miſerable - 
cc for: the injury I have done her, yet 
&«-I have one comfort, that I have 
cc. made: ſome ſmall juſtification. of my- 
«ſelf. This I do not mean as-a total - 
t vindication of myſelf ; for the heart 
« which is-truly virtuous ſpurns the - 
. allurements.of the wicked; : but ſay, 
lovely Jemima, that you ok me, 
and Lam content.“ | 


. % My pardon, Mr. 
«Leſlie, you have long obtained, and, 
«to regain my eſteem, act honeſtly- 
Lin future. I will give you an oppor-- 
| « tunity - 
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« tunſty to amend, and live as becomes 

i man of integrity and jaſtioe, There 
« jf 4 ſufficient ſum for your preſent 
« ſupport; it will enable you to ſeek: 

after ſome laudable employment, 
te and when Louiſa and her Frederick 
« are united, your children ſhall be 
© brought up under my care, and in 
« our Cottage; but promiſe me not 
& to reviſit our abode but when it is- 
* with our permiſſion, and make a: 

_ & ſolemn vow, never to diſcover our 
cc retreat. e 


Mr. 


834 | Tit 0037 402 


Mr. Leſtie was for ſeveral moments 
unable to expreſs his thanks; but, when» 
the-Grſt eſfuſions of gratitude, were in- 
ſame meaſure: abated, he ſpoke. with» 
that-fervency- which denetes a gratefuls 
heart. Ha ſaid, The only: recom+- 
Spence he could make this angelic: 
* woman;. was, his thanks, to pray. 
ir for her happineſs, and to: finiſh hisz 
«days like an honeſt:man,”* 


That Lavinia might not pain Mr. 
Leſlie with a number of acknowledge- 
ments, or herſelf with hearing them. 

8 ſhe 
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fie immediately retired, after deſiring: 
to know where the children could bo- 
found. Miranda and her friend retur- 
ned to the Cottage much happier than 
they came from it, becauſe they had; 
been doing good. Acts. of charity» 
were their greateſt pleaſures, and the 
more each could invent, ſo much the 
higher did they increaſe each other's: 
felicity, andMirandathanked her friend: 
for this additional inſtance of her love. 


& Alas!“ faid Lavinia, © how he 
«js altered, that face, which was onee- 
5 e @ hands 
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"handſome, is Hewpallid, and worn fs: 
« thin, that I ſcarcely knew him.“ 


© T'eannot hely pitying him,“ ſaid: 
Miranda, though he has behaved ſo: 
6. baſely ;- bad precepts have brought 
et many excellent minds to ruin, parti- 
« cularly when inculcated by a different 
© ſex. We ſhall eaſily learn his true: 
eee 
may he prove deſerving our favour !. 


While the amiablé friends were 
converiing; in this manner; Lucinda 
brought. in a. letter for Miranda; it 

Was- 
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as her mother's ſentiments, and con- 
tained what follows: 
e My deareſt and moſt amiable 
« Daughter, 
cc Your conduct is a ſevere reproof, 
cc though to ſuch an unfeeling heart 
ag your-guilty: mother's. A death- 
«© bed, ſurrounded with poverty and 
e wicked children, has opened my 
t eyes, and I ſee the many virtues; of 
ce my lovely Anna; but, alas! it is 
4c too late; it is not in my power to re- 
« pair the injuries I have done her! I 
am now, my deareſt child, upon the 
« eve 
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vc eve of my departure; but with what 


ce horrors do I look forward to the mo- 
t ment of diffolution ! I have ſhortened 
ic the days of your good father: \ I 
« haye been a ſource of continual diſ- 
« treſs to my beloved daughter; can I 
s then, with fortitude, bid adieu to 
70 this world, when I reflect, how im 


ee] deſerve a better? A thouſand 


«thanks, my lovely girl, | for your ge- 
ie nerous preſent! Part of it ſhall ſup 
« port my family, andthe reſt will lay 
< me in the grave! Tam happy to hear 
e of "your brother's good fortune: may 


you +oth- experience every comfort 
S this 
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re this world can beſtow! I die a ſin- 
e cere penitent; and therefore truſt in 
Lethe goodneſs of the Almighty for 
«mercy. Would I might be permit- 
ce ted to be your guardian angel, and 
«<<; protect you ſafely through this uneer- 
A tain life; but I have not merited ſuch 
4 a bleſſing. Adieu! my dear chil- 
4e dren; forgive me; and I die ſo far 
44 contented ! | 
Four affectionate mother 
© Maria WALLACE», 


Wben Miranda had * this elan 


_ Thol y piſtle (Which was penned: by 
another 


— 
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another perſon), ſhe was overcome with 
grief. She and her brother had de- 
termined to take a laſt embrace of their 

unhappy mother, when another letter 
arrived, to inform them ſhe was no 
more! Poor Miranda ſuffered the ſe- 
vereſt affliction, and her dear Lavinia 
was equally diſtreſſed for the ſorrows 
of her friend. 


J have one conſolation,” ſaid Mi- 
randa, © in my ſorrow ; my poor mo- 
« ther died a ſincere penitent, and L 
e truſt the goodneſs of Providence 
* has forgiven her. Had ſhe been 
: 2 | „ ſooner. 


— — 
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„ ſgoner awakened to a ſenſe ef her 


cc errors, how happy for herſelt and 


© her unfortunate Anna.“ 

Mr. Bromley adminiſtered conſu- 
lation to his much eſteemed friend. 
„ Repine not, my Miranda,” ſaid he, 
© when the event, though melancholy, 
* has brought with it ſo much good. 
« Had your unhappy mother been 
taken off in a moment, you would 
cc have cauſe to mourn her fate; 
but ſhe had time to repent; and, we 
© are told, contrition, when ſincere, 
„is ever ; accepted at the throne of 
E N « Mercy, 
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&« Mercy. I had cauſe to grieve afrefh 
« at the recollection of my poor Juli- 

te ana's death, becauſe her child would 
© have again been reſtored to her; 
«© but when J reflect how much ſupe- 
ce rior is her preſent happineſs to any 
be ſhe could have enjoyed on earth, it 
« appears wrong to lament her ab- 


ce ſence.” 


Theſe wiſe remarks were mutually 
offered to each other as they ſeverally 
ſtood in need of comfort; and, with the 
aid of religion, they in a ſhort time re- 
famed their uſual tranquillity, and con- 

Sets tinued 
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tinued to live in the happieſt and moſt 
uninterrupted manner. 

Mr. Bromley having received infor- 
mation that the Grove was completed, 
it was agreed that the nuptials of Louiſa 

and her Frederick ſhould be celebrated. 
On ſuch an occaſion even the happy 
ſiſters determined to leave their rural 


abode. 


A few days preceding the happy 
one, they all ſet off to the Grove, not 
even Lucinda remained behind ; and 
only Edwin was left, to guard the 

:... 
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happy Cottage. When Miranda and 
her friend had quitted their peaceful 
retirement, an involuntary tear be- 


dewed their lovely cheeks. 


te Alas!” ſaid Miranda, © would I 
© could baniſh reflection! but it 
© haunts me ſtill, every object renews 
se paſt ſorrows.” 


Lavinia too threw aſide her veil, to 
wipe away an unbidden tear. Hows 
ever, they ſu mmoned all their fortitude, 
to appear cheerful on ſo joyous an 
occaſion. | 


3 When 
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- 


When they arrived at the Grove, 
they were delighted with the ſpot; it 
was romantic, and therefore the more 
pleaſing to the fair ſiſters. The houſe | 
was made exceedingly elegant, and the 
garden laid out with the moſt exquiſite 
taſte. | 


Scarcely had Miranda and Lavinia 
entered, before they went to the grove 
in which was the laſt earthly remains of 
the angelic Juliana and her dear father. 
Here they ſned many tears, in remem- 
brance of the worthy Sir William and 
„ dis 


9 
4 
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his amiable daughter, whom, though 
unknown to them, they loved for 
their many virtues. Ir caſt a gloom 
too over the mind of the gentle Louiſa ; 
bur Mr. Bromley end avoured to divert 
their ideas from the melancholy that 
ſpot had occalioned. - 


When the morning came which was 
t unite the innocent Louiſa to her 
Frederick, the appeared with all that 
delicate modeſty which is a gem of 
the moſt brilliant luſtre to the female 
character. Her, countenance was ſe- 


rene, but enlivened with the bloom of 
dife 
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diffidence, which gave additional ex- 
preſſion to her beautiful face. Con- 
trary to the uſual cuſtom of a bride, 
' Louiſa was, by Miranda's inſtruction, 
attired in pale blue, to imitate the 
painters idea, who always habit the 
figure of modeſty in that colour. It 
was a looſe robe, of the moſt beautiful 
azure, and ornamented with a ſilver 
fringe. Her auburn hair flowed in 
nature's ringlets; and, like the fair 
ſiſters, was only adorned with a wreath. 
of white roſes. The amiable Miranda 
and Lavinia attended the wedding, 
and were habited entirely in white. 


5 As 
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As they proceeded to church, 
twelve village maidens, in white, car - 
ried baſkets of the moſt fragrant flowers, 
and ſtrewed their path with ſweets 
without a thorn. 


% And may your walks, my worthy 
« friends,” ſaid Miranda, be ever 
thus delightful! fo will you meet 
« with that bliſs you merit, and which 
<may it be the order of Providence 


1 you ſhall ever enjoy 


* 


Mr. Bromley could not be preſent 
at the marriage. He ſaid, © it would 
| * be 
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* be too much for his weak ſpirits to 
*« undergo.” 


When the ceremony was over, they 
returned to the Grove. Not ſeeing 
Mr. Bromley when they entered, they 
went in purſuit of him to the garden 3 
where, to their great ſurprize, he was 
ſitting under a moſt ſplendid canopy, 
and a band of muſic greeted their re- 
turn. Mr. Bromley received them 
with tears of joy. They could ſcarce 
find words to expreſs his kindneſs and 
une xampled tenderneſs to them. _ 


When 
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When the firſt congratulations were 
over, the canopy was drawn up, and, | 
to their great aſtoniſhment, diſcovered 
a number of young people of both 
ſexes, in the moſt fantaſtic dreſſes, 
who were come to celebrate this feflive 
day, by the requeſt of Mr. Bromley: 
They inſtantly began dancing; and 
the day was finiſhed with every token: 
of mirth and the trueſt delight. In a 
few weeks Miranda and Lavinia re- 
turned to their peaceful dwelling, and 
Mr. Bromley was to follow them in a- 
ſhort time: for though he meant fre- 
| quently 
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quently to be at the Grove, he could 
not refign his happy retirement and the 
friendſhip of the lovely fiſters, 


Always engaged in doing ſome good, 
Miranda and Lavinia immediately ſent 
for the children of the unhappy Leſlie, 
They proved to be two beautiful little 
girls; a circumſtance they were much 


 rejoiced at. Lavinia heard that their 


father had employed the money ſhe 
gave him to procure a comfortable 
maintenance. He was admitted about 
twice a year to ſee his children; and, 
every time they ſaw him, he appeared 

im- 
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improved, and in a fewyears aequired 


a moderate fortune. Thus we ſee; 
that when there is a good foundation, 
and an honeſt heart, only led away by 
evil perſuaſions, Virtue may again re- 
ſume her ſeat, and W for- 
mer radiance. 


Miranda and Lavinia continued 
happy in themſelves; and the acts of 
charity they continually conferred 


were a laſting ſource of felicity to them. 
Mr. Bromley added frequently to their 
pleaſure, and they continued patterns 
of excellence and goodneſs to the laſt 

mo- 
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moment of their lives; and Loviſa 


and her Frederick. enjoyed the moſt 
uninterrupted: delight, the preſent ſceng 
of uncertainty can allow. 


This little hiſtory, trifling as it may 
appear, yet it muſt remind us, that 


under every calamity we ſhould be pa- 


tient and reſigned; always remem- 


bering, that, if we act well, we ſhall 


ever find ſome relief, and though Pro- 
vidence may afflict us for a while, it is 
for ſome good purpoſe. With theſe 
true reflections, ſhall we paſs ſerenely 
through this inſignificant world, and, 
when 
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when we take our leave of it, ſhall be 
deſerving of a better. It is a ſtaff of 
comfort on which the patient in misfor- 
tune find ſupport; and, to obtain its 
aid, let us, my fair readers, imitate 
the virtues of Miranda and Lavinia. 
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